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SLA Alumni Week-
end 2020 – The Year 
of Determination 
by Jan Kendrick ’66  
 
Blue skies; crisp, dry 
air with a touch of 
coolness; trees lit up in 
a bright panoply of 
color; and that special 
light that is only found 
in fall in New England 
and brings “Leaf 
Peepers” from around 
the country to capture 
spectacular pictures. It 
must be time for SLA 
Alumni Weekend! 
Thursday a skeleton 
crew of the SLA 
Alumni board arrived 
to make last-minute 
checks to the ever-
changing plans for the 
weekend. Since so 
many plans changed 
so fast and so late, we 
had to start with 
checking the schedule 
and protocol for the 
College Church to 
make sure we are all 
on the same page. 
Everything from the 
hymn singing to the 
bulletin management 
to collecting, or, more accurately, not 
collecting an offering during the 
church service, had changed since last 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Check, check, check. Working with 
Elder Einar Rom, College Church 
Pastor and Ed Collins, Office 
Administrator, Co-A/V Leader, 
Webmaster, Man Friday and COVID-
19 patrol. Friday starts with errands, 
tending to last-minute issues and the 
final items; picking up the flower 
arrangement for the pulpit, checking 
with the Pastor Rom about the order 
of service.  
What previously was efficient, now is 
a challenge to make sure that all 

requirements for 
protocol and safety 
are met.  
Not until everything 
met her standards 
did Donna finally 
say, “Let’s take a 
break and go to 
Kimball’s.” Good 
enough, and off we 
go.  
This year the 
church service was 
not only the 
centerpiece of the 
weekend, it was the 
only event. We 
were so blessed by 
the message by Bob 
Farley ’65, keynote 
speaker. It was 
exactly what was 
needed at a time 
such as this.  
Class meetings in 
person were out of 
the question, so the 
alternative was to 
set up online 
meetings for each 
class. Since there 
was no need to have 
them in the 
afternoon, they 
were rescheduled 
for Sunday in order 

to capture more people in each of the 
honor classes.  
We are grateful for the expertise of 
Ralph Gifford ’75, for managing his 
class meeting, Fred Zurcher ’61 for 
managing the Zoom meeting for the 
Class of ’60 and ’61 and Ed Collins, 
College Church Office Administrator 
and Webmaster for handling the rest 
of the classes into separate “Zoom 
rooms.”  
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As if to compensate for Alumni Weekend without alumni present, 
the trees were at peak colors for the weekend. 

Red maple in front of Southern New England Conference Office 
taken by John Schumacher-Hardy 
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Class of ’60 Zoom Meeting 
by Pat Jenkins Rose ’60    
 
Thank you to Fredrick Zurcher ’60 for moderating our 
Zoom reunion with the SLA classes of 1960 and 1961. 
Fred did a superb job with the dozen of us who were able 
to Zoom in. We had at least two who could see us even 
though we couldn’t see them. 
Here are some of the highlights I recall. Years after 
graduating from SLA, Delores Addo ’61 met Ronald 
Hartman ’61 in Haiti, when she was visiting and Ron was 
working as a doctor in a Haitian hospital. “Adventists 
don’t just talk the talk,” she said. “They also walk the 
walk.” 
Craigan Gray ’60 complimented Claire Bridgham ’60 for 
her outstanding career as a nurse. Some of Claire’s career 
was spent as a missionary nurse in Africa. She and her 
husband Mac live in SC. 
Craigan and Judy Neumann, Gray ’60 are getting ready to 
move back to Asheville, NC. Downsizing and moving are 
their upcoming challenges. Judy has recovered from her 
injuries from a fall several years ago. Craig is both a 
physician and an attorney.  
Ernest West ’60 and Arthur Schumacher ’60 are both 
retired but hard working pastors. This was the first time 
Ernie could join us for a class reunion. This is one of the 
advantages of a Zoom reunion. 
Bradley Nelson ’60 talked about his ongoing work in 
Africa with preventing female mutilation in his work as a 
physician. He’s still active in that work. Brad is living in 
a small community above Loma Linda in the San 
Bernardino mountains. 
David Turner ’60 spoke about the project of delivering 
bread to neighborhoods who were in need. Dave has been 
active in this good work for many years.  
Fred talked about the book he’s written on Biblical 
interpretation. He facilitates Zoom Sabbath School 
lessons at the Loma Linda University church. His wife, 
Drucilla Westermeyer ’61 Zurcher was away enjoying her 
grandchildren. 
I can’t recall the name of the 1961 classmate who needed 
to get back to her work as caregiver. My apologies and 
appreciation for the admirable work she’s doing. 
It was a good mini reunion. I know James Norcliffe ’60 
and Mary Walker ’60 Norcliffe joined us, even if they 
weren’t able to be seen or heard. They’re living in 
Leominster, MA, and Jim is active with the SLA Alumni 
Association. Thank you, Jim. 
Several of our class members are dealing with health 
issues, including cancer. We send good wishes and 
prayers. Patricia Jenkins ’60 Rose, lives in San Diego, 
CA. and works part time as a psychologist. She also 
enjoys her art studio. 

 
Class of ’60 in 2015 
 
Class of ’60 Zoom Meeting 
by Craigan and Judy Neumann Gray ’60   
 
Hey Fred, so good to hear your voice and see you all the 
way from Loma Linda. Oh, here come some more folks 
signing on. Bradley Nelson and Ernie West are 
connecting from California along with Patricia (Trish) 
Jenkins Rose. It seems as if you are sitting in the next 
room. Hello, to Dave Turner and Art Schumacher from 
Collegedale, Tennessee. Everyone agrees that Art is our 
most faithful class member because he is always at every 
event. Welcome Claire Bridgham Warner, glad to see that 
North Carolina is still connected. Is that Judy Bean that 
just signed on? We even have some classmates from 
close-by classes, so we are delighted to welcome Ron 
Hartman ’61 and Dolores Addo ’61. Wait, where are Jim 
and Mary Walker Norcliffe? They are signed in but no 
audio. There often seems to be a technical glitch every 
now and then in our technical wonder – the Zoom 
meeting. 
For some of us still working, Zoom, Skype, or Microsoft 
Teams are a way of doing business. For most of us with 
grandchildren, FaceTime is a frequent contact point. 
There we were, the SLA class of 1960 and friends, talking 
to each other just as if we had graduated a few months 
ago. We shared our pathways since leaving SLA, boasted 
about our families, and shared how God is leading in our 
lives. It seems as if everyone is still working a few days 
each week or actively 
engaged in the local church’s mission. Specifically, 
Bradley Nelson seems to have “missionary blood” in his 
veins with frequent medically-based trips back to Africa. 
Additionally, Fred Zurcher is active with an “on-line” 
weekly linguistic-based Sabbath School class. He makes 
the Scriptures come alive each Sabbath morning. Our 
“retired” pastors like Ernie and Art continue to redefine 
retirement with their local involvement. I did not hear of 
anyone not contributing to our communities in one way 
or another. 
The common positive theme among everyone is how 
being at SLA created the strong bonds of friendship that 
continue to last over the 60 years since graduation. Recent 
graduates can learn from us the growing and continuing 
value of lifetime friends. Thank you, SLA! 
 

Perspectives 
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Give the ultimate stress reliever –  
Donate to the SLA Alumni Worthy Student fund! 

Class of ’65  
by Linda Mills Meyer ’65  
The 2020 alumni week-end, though COVID changed the 
format and curbed the travel plans for most of us, still 
allowed treasured fellowship, thanks to our wonderful 
alumni team and AV work beyond measure.  Thank you 
and kudos for your hard work to make the alumni week-
end work, even if different!   Alumni weekends with their 
nostalgia, sharing and mingling, allows for the mood of 
Roger and Hammerstein’s Sound of Music lyrics:   

My day in the hills has come to an end, I know.   
A star has come out, to tell me it’s time to go. 
But deep, in the dark green shadows are voices 
that urge me to stay. 
So, I pause, and I wait, and I listen for one more 
sound,  
For one more lovely thing that the hills might say. 
 

We gathered, knowing that the fellowship and sharing of 
the weekend would end, but still we celebrated, eager to 
see each other, hear familiar voices, and laughter, and feel 
the buzzing we miss. We 1965 alumni gathered from 
distant places, some in person, but most of us online, 
proving that we could still learn the new. The strangeness 
of our almost un-recognizable society, masks, and 
keeping social distance showed up in the church view on-
line, but the voices and faces of alumni there, still 
welcomed us. Our class and others listened and 
remembered our past when Bob Farley began our honor 
class time with an inspirational Sabbath morning sermon 
that drew us in, with memories of missing classmates, 
touching on the first of sad difficult good-byes our class 
experienced. He reminded us of where we were, when the 
stunning news of the shooting of President John F. 
Kennedy flung us into, it can happen here, reality. Bob 
encouraged us and challenged us with his message, 
stimulated some of us to go back to our yearbooks to take 
note of both the missing and the rest of our classmates, 
and gave us reason to look forward to a grander, mask-
less, reunion ahead.  
 
Those years ago, at SLA, our class reveled in the magic 
of “our” class. We tasted the last of the dormitory years 
of SLA, East Hall and Thayer Mansion’s last middle of 
the night fire drills, and along with the lasts, we also knew 
that we comprised SLA’s largest class. Bill Richardson, 
our class sponsor and religion teacher, matched our 
energy with his own creativity, patience, and zest for life. 
He and his wife modeled family to us, put up with our 
sometimes interruptive, sometimes reflective questions, 
while we, in turn, trusted him with our problems, and 
appreciated his mature wisdom, experience and love for 
God. Now we know, in truth, that he wasn’t all that much 
older than us, and that he put us to shame with his farm 

activity! We were a together class those years, celebrating 
occasions of the school and church – raucous, excited 
class meetings, where we chose class officers and planned 
activities, between class greetings, school picnics, 
formals, and holiday dorm tours. We worked together on 
projects, ate together, played together, cried together, 
lived in close proximity, whether in the village or the 
dorm.  
 
 When our SLA 1965 keynote, long dimmed graduation 
star, 55 years behind us, did not separate us, except by 
distance, told us it was time to leave academy years, we 
promised we’d come back, we’d get together. We, again, 
kept that promise this Alumni weekend. Bob Farley’s 
sermon and our afternoon Zoom meeting reconnected our 
class. Our successful Zoom meeting allowed for 
fellowship and sharing. About 20 of us, including our 
class sponsor, Elder Bill Richardson, and a few spouses, 
found our way into the Zoom chat, from around the 
country. We networked, shared information, and 
connected. Anyone listening in on our conversations 
would have heard our joy; our frustration when someone 
couldn’t get their Zoom to work; the fun of catching up 
with our personal lives; bragging about our kids, of 
course; the brightest grandchildren; retirements; and the 
bitters and the sweets. Early in the Zoom meeting, we 
were able to speak to some of the other classes. We hated 
to end our Zoom conversation and over-stayed a bit extra 
to hear one more story, one more tidbit, and to look into 
each other’s faces and hear our voices for a little longer. 
It was successful enough that we plan to set a date and 
time to Zoom again, in the next few months. Stay tuned.    
  
It was not what we imagined when we made plans to 
attend before COVID and there were fewer of us than we 
would have wanted. But we, the SLA class of 1965, our 
class officers, our sponsor, and our classmates, like Maria 
of Sound of Music, came to draw strength from one 
another, to share, to share memories, and we were 
extremely blessed.  
 

 
Class of ’65 in 2015 
Hope to see you next year for your 55th +1 celebration 
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SLA Christmas Concert 
by Jan Kendrick ’66  
What a year! No socializing, no singing, no 
conferences, gatherings, chatting, no restaurant 
meals, and the list goes on. But we are the lucky 
ones, because we're still here, and still carrying on. 
And speaking of carrying on, if we had a vote on who 
aced that category, my vote would go to Lira 
Schmidt Cady '82 for making the best of a difficult 
situation and making it a wonderful experience. 
Every year she presents a Christmas concert with 
the students at SLA; grades K-12. She uses students 
at every level to perform either by singing, playing 
an instrument, or by using 'miming' movements to 
emphasize the words of the music. She knew what 
the constraints were, and yet she found ways to 
tackle every obstacle; working with distancing, 
locations, governor's restrictions and changing 
requirements. The result was simply magical. From 
the height of Dexter Drumlin Hill (aka Kilbourn) to 
the College Church to the lawn outside the school in 
order to stay outside and distanced, she has turned 
this challenge into a concert that is a credit to the 
students, the school, but especially to her, although 
she would never say that. 
As we approach Christmas Day, I hope you have a 
chance to listen to this year's Christmas Concert. 
https://youtu.be/3HDpGGAIJgQ 

 
 

 
 

 

 
SLA Alumni Constitution Revisions 
This is the link to our revised SLA Alumni Constitution 
as voted by the Constitution Revision Committee and the 
Executive Board of the SLA Alumni association. The 
Annual Business Meeting of the Alumni Association 
will take place on Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
EST via Zoom. The agenda will be to ratify the revised 
constitution, which is on the SLA website, a link on the 
SLA Facebook site link to the website to read there or 
download as a PDF at https://www.slaalumni.org/ 
Any comments will be appreciated so please feel free to 
join us. We hope you are able to Zoom into the meeting! 

January 31, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. EST 
The Invitation Link is: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77059563579?pwd=UEF0SmFoUG
JzQmpLOHFnSjkvbkFmUT09   

 

 
 

Now for next year . . . Most of us are already 
“over it” with the COVID-19 and its impact on our 
lives. We got through this year with a little creative 
thinking and going with alternatives to our normal 
programs, but by October we will be more than ready 
to “have a life” again and do the things we love, which 
includes seeing the people we love. OK, family get-
togethers will come first, but after that, schedule your 
trip back to Good Ol’ South Lancaster.  
We’ll let you in on our plans: We are going to make 
this the best Alumni Weekend ever. We will include 
all the classes from this year that couldn’t attend, as 
well as all the classes that come due for 2021, too. 
That includes all the classes from the years ending in 
0, 1, 5, or 6. Think about that for just a second. Those 
numbers will include all of our biggest classes, so we 
are going to have to brace ourselves and plan for a big 
one. Make your plans to join us. We’re ready! Are 
you? 

We apologize for an error in our August 2020 issue of 
the newsletter. In the third line of the article by Bob 
Walkowiak we misspelled “widely” with the word 
“wisely,” which completely misrepresented his 
meaning of the sentence. The sentence should read, 
“our paths widely diverged over the years.”  

Don’t forget SLA Alumni Association in your End 
of Year and Christmas donations. We rely on your 
support to keep the newsletter coming and making 
every Alumni Weekend as good as possible to meet 
your expectations! 
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Class of ’55 in 2015 
 

 
Class of ’60 in 2015 
 

 
Class of ’80 in 2015 
 

 
Class of ’56 in 2016 
 

 
Class of ’61 in 2016 
 

 
Class of ’66 in 2016  

 
   Tech-savvy person to manage the SLA Alumni Website and Facebook 
 
              We Will train or mentoring. Call, Text, email US! 
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Class of ’62 in 1987 
 

 
Class of ’61 in 1991 
 

 
Class of ’66 in 2006 
 

 
Members of the Class of ’65 in 2010 

 
Class of ’65 at Kimball’s ice cream stand 
 

 
PVA Class of ’66 in 2006 
 

 
Class of ’67 in 2012 
 

Wayne Hazen ’65 Illustrates the lesson in 2010  
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Class of ’75 in 2015 
 

 
Howard Sprague ‘provides a mission program with 
stories and pictures in 2010 
 

 
Jeff Dever ’72 provides an exhibit of his artwork in 2009 

 

 
Florida Chapter Meeting 2010, Tom Silvers , Dan 
Wright, June Whitney Reams, Marilyn Schepp Aldridge, 
Lois Round Gadway and John Edmonson, all ’61  in 
2010 
 

 
Len and Ruth Bettle Harms ’65 share the lead in the 
Sabbath School lesson. Wayne Hazen’s’65 finished 
picture provides a moving background in 2010.  
 

 
Class of ’62 in 1987  

Did you receive your newsletter by postal 
mail? 

Please send your contribution for the postage. 
Yearly cost is $15, and your additional 

contribution would be greatly appreciated to 
cover postage for someone else. 



Montpelier, VT
61
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