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Joan M. 
Holden 
Dudley, 
’54 has 
worked 
diligently 
for several 
years to 

produce God is Love, a beautiful 
collection of her own photographs 
paired with signature quotations 
by Ellen G. White regarding God’s 
gifts of nature. 

Joan is proud to be an alumna of 
South Lancaster Academy and the 
parent of two alumni. She has 
dedicated this book to benefit her 
favorite school, South Lancaster 
Academy and will provide a signed 
edition of her book for anyone 
who shares $100 with SLA. 
You may also purchase this book 
for $17 plus $4.50 for shipping and 
handling inside the United States.

All of the income from this book 
will go directly to South Lancaster 
Academy.

You can contact the SLA 
Development office at 
978-365-5225 to send a gift or 
purchase the book.  God is Love is 
a perfect gift idea as well. Drop by 
the Development Office at SLA or 
Browning Elementary to view this 
book. 

STAY TUNED: 
Our alumni association has planned a number of special events, which include a gala scholarship  
fundraiser dinner and silent auction at the Chocksett Inn on April 25, Alumni Homecoming, of 
course, and an in-the-works alumni cruise through the Mediterranean and Greek Isles in 2011.  Call 
or write to June Hilbert Harris, ’65 at 978.368.1667 or ronald.harris@comcst.net.  We are also 
planning a reunion in California to help keep our West Coast friends in the loop—and connected 
with each other.  If you have any further suggestions, would like to volunteer for any of these 
events, or have items to donate to the auction, please let us know—we’re here to help.  Call 

GOD’S LOVE MAKES MANY THINGS POSSIBLE—
ESPECIALLY WITH SOME HELP FROM YOU

SLA Alumni Weekend 2009 has come and gone.  
This was a great reunion for 14 honor classes. What 
a joy it was for me to see some classmates I haven’t 
seen in 60 years.  There were a lot of grandmas and 
grandpas sharing pictures of their family and re-
looking over our yearbook.
The pancake breakfast on Sunday 
morning was a real treat.  If you weren’t 
there you missed out on a good meal 
and fellowship with classmates – Be sure 
and come next year.
There soon will be another reunion that 
we all hope to attend.  Heaven!  The passport to 
heaven will be “living the good Christian life and 
trying to make a difference in the life of others.”
In this reunion there will be no more sorrow, 
sadness, sickness, heartaches, and no more death 

and politics.  Where a child can lie down alongside 
a lion, his arms around its neck, play with the lambs 
and look the lion right in his eyes and give him a big 
hug. Where you will be united with loved ones, 
mother, father, children and grand children.

This reunion will be an everlasting one and 
worth living for.  Never give up your faith in 
God.  Try each day to make a difference in 
someone’s life.  
Keep Smiling!  It brightens you and those 
around you.  Let heaven be your goal.
God willing, may we all be together again at 

SLA Alumni Weekend 2010.  
See you then, 

—Bob Schmidt, Class of 1949.

“TRY EACH DAY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN SOMEONE’S LIFE . . . ”
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LOOKING FOR SOMEONE?  MAYBE YOU’LL FIND YOUR FRIENDS HERE . . .

This Year’s Class Representatives

Questions? Suggestions?  Contact your class representative--
we’ll be glad to help you get in touch.

1950 —Ken Hutchins / Bethel Miles Claunch
1955—Robert Soderblom
1960—Jean Bettle Fuleki / Sally Towers Blundell
1965—June Hilbert Harris
1970—We’re still looking for an agent!
1975 —A committee of several--call us!

1980—Sue McGraw, Anthony Spence, Bob Jones
1985—Give us a call!
1990—Haziel Olivera 
1995—Eddy Camas
2000—Ann Zeninger
2005—A’Lisa Lashley

If you would like us to send you copies of any of the 
photos you see here,  just let us know by writing or 
calling us—we’ll be happy to provide them.  If you 
would like to find out how to get in touch with 
fellow alums, or if you can provide us with 
information, give us a call at 978-365-5225 about 
that, too.

Betsy Dahlmeyer Werthemer, ’62, Drusilla 
Westermyer Zurcher, ’61, Rochelle Queen LaGrone, 
58, Jean Medeirios Hickock, ’59

Ralph and Deb Gifford, ’75 Nola Gifford and Marion Lombard Kierstead, ’45

Good friends catch up at lunch
Lance Powell, ’78

Linda Davis Parsons, 
’84 and John Parsons

Class of 1961Jeanette Richardson Wilruth ’49 
and spouse Class of 1949Elizabeth Thomassian Satelmajer, 

94 and John Satelmajer

kendricj
3 between harris and @ for ronald.harris3@comcast.net 
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Delete "through the Med . . . .Greek isles," and replace with "to the southern Carribean" in 2011.
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INTANGIBLE ASSETS

“If I could put time in a bottle . . .”
I would probably ask a science teacher about 
biodegradability--especially in sub-zero New England 
winters and damp, scorching Massachusetts 
summers.
Even pirates knew some things about storing 
treasures that 36 SLA seniors didn’t when they buried 
a time capsule in 1989 . On October 11, 2009, nine 
eager alumni from the class of ’89—along with some 
of  their families—became treasure seekers.  And 
they found more than they were looking for. 

Chattering from the cold, the group peered over the 
edge of a deep hole. As they opened the capsule lid, 
“What reeks?” was everyone’s question.  

To learn more about what the class of 1989 found, 
look for your next issue of “The Alumni Spirit.”

Happy Spring, fellow classmates!  

Even if you didn’t make any on 
January first, please resolve this 
year to COME BACK TO HIGH 
SCHOOL!  Yes, you read that 
right.  This year, resolve to come 
back to SLA, at least for one week-
end to celebrate what seems to be 
unbelievable: that we graduated 
fifty years (!) ago.  But this is true. 
We have now discovered that it is 
not only our parents who age—we 
do (did), too.

 Do you remember when you 
thought you knew everything, that 
you would never grow old and that 
you could never get pregnant (even 
without the benefit of The Pill)?  
And that you were more or less 
immortal?  Add this to your 
“Everything-I-never-wanted-to-

know-about-life- but learned-
anyway” list!  Nope, we didn’t 
know everything, many of us did 
have children, we are older and 
unfortunately several of our class 
have already died.  Oh yes: And 
most of us are 
retired!  Can you 
imagine! ! !

Remember: set 
aside the 
weekend of 
October 8, 9, 
and 10 for a 
home-coming to 
end all 
homecomings (well, okay, when we 
get to Heaven in a few years, that 
will be better than this one).  But 
50 years out of school is certainly 
something to celebrate.  Who 

better to celebrate with than your 
fellow (formerly misguided) friends 
who also thought they could never 
grow old?  If you have never 
attended, you will find that the ties 
that bound us together as teen-

agers are still there—and 
strong.  You will know we 
are still family.

You will find more details 
in “The Alumni Spirit” as 
the year goes on, but I 
hope I have piqued your 
interest and enticed you to 
circle the dates of Oct. 8, 
9, and 10 on your calendar.

We are looking forward to seeing 
you at the reunion!

—Jean Bettle Fuleki & 
Sally Towers Blundell ’60

A NOTE FROM THE FIFTY YEAR (!) CLASS OF 1960 . . .

SOMEONE BACK THEN WAS ALSO HELPING  . . . 
Remember, while we were students at SLA, someone back then was also helping and making 
a difference for us. It is our turn now. Add SLA to your gift list and send a check today— or 
save a tree and a stamp and check out our updated website: you can give online! 
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“GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE”
Alumni were blessed on Alumni Weekend  to hear Elizabeth 
Thomassian Satelmajer’94, Assistant District Attorney for the 
Essex County District Attorney’s Office in Salem, 
Massachusetts, and Sabbath worship speaker this year.

In “Great Things He Has Done”, Satelmajer highlighted some 
of the ways God has worked in her life; from her early 
elementary years, her attendance at GNYA, SLA, and AUC, 
and through her decision to attend law school at Syracuse 
University.  

Satelmajer said that as a teenager she had difficulty accepting 
change in her life; from not wanting to move away from Long 
Island to trying to gain acceptance and fit in with her new class 
at SLA in her senior year.  An early lesson was that although 
circumstances may separate us from friends, nothing can 
separate us from the love of God.

She gave the example of Joshua who led God’s children into 
the Promised Land and pointed out that he did not debate or 
question the will of God, but was, instead, accepting of the 
challenges that were put before him.  She spoke of her belief 
that when God says, “Go” you go.  When He says, “Move,” you 
move.  When He says “Preach”, you preach.  When He says 
“Keep quiet”, you listen.

According to 
Satelmajer, following 
God requires three 
steps: 1) leaving the past 
behind, 2) living 
effectively and joyfully 
in the present, and 3) 
looking to the future 
strengthened by faith 
and without anxiety.

Satelmajer next spoke of looking confidently to the future 
without worry or anxiety.  She related that though she received 
a troubling diagnosis regarding her daughter before she was 
born, she stayed firm in her resolve that the Lord would see 
her through.  She prayed and through faith was able to face the 
future without worry or fear; calmly and completely relying on 
God.  Like Joshua, she would not allow herself to become 
discouraged or give up.  

Satelmajer emphasized that though all of us face challenges in 
life, the Lord has promised to be near and keep us strong.  
Thus, wherever we go and whatever we face, we can truly say 
that we have lived “All to the glory of God.”

HOW MANY SLA ALUMS DOES IT TAKE TO MAKE A BREAKFAST?  OR A WEEKEND?

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH A LITTLE LOOSE CHANGE?
For the cost of a couple of pizzas or a simple dinner out,  you can make a difference.  In a few weeks, 
you and your 1800 fellow alumni can make that $10 or $25 grow to $20,000, $50,000—or more!!!  
Now that’s change.  Call us: 978.365.5225

Some chefs are born 
to greatness, some 
alumni are thrust 
into the role. And are 
great, too.

Putting an alumni program together 
takes a lot of people who volunteer for 
a wide variety of roles. It’s like putting 
together a great meal (as we did for our 
alumni breakfast this year).  The SLA 
alumni leadership team needs your 
talents, and we know you have them.  
Call us—we don’t need only kitchen 
staff.

It’s not how much 
you have--it’s how 
you use it

It’s not what 
you say— it’s 
what you do 
in a kitchen 
that counts.

Just because he works here, 
doesn’t necessarily make 
him the boss.
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Dear Classmates:

Our reunion went so very well.  I had the 
best time.  Friday night vespers offered a 
wonderful musical program with terrific 
talent.  I looked at the choir during the 
church service and saw myself there 50 
yrs. ago (although not in the beautiful 
College Church).

During lunch at the Dining Commons, a 
new facility since our days in the 
basement of Preston Hall, it was such a 
treat to see faces I remembered as well as 
some I didn’t (and hardly 
anyone recognized me, either)
—Eudora and I had a good 
laugh over how I’ve changed 
and  said she had to see me for 
herself .  

Other than my own graduating 
classmates, Dolores Williams 
Addo, ’61, David Post, ’61, 
Donna Burke Edmondson,  ’61, 
Betsy Dahlmeyer Werthemer, ’62, 

Frank Howes, ’56, Milton Damazo, ’55, 
were there, and I dragged my sister 
Barbara Timura 
Johnson, ’56, along.  
I’m sure there were 
others I’m 
forgetting already
—if any of you can 
help me out, here, 
I’d be happy.

The Honor Classes 
met after lunch, 
and those in 
attendance were:

Forest Biggs, Joy Caselli Chase, Carlene 
Darrah Starr, Carole Franklin Fili, 
Eudora French Wine, Dan Harris, 

Cynthia Hartman Burrill, Vance LaGrone, 
Jean Medeiros Hickock, 
Diane Meister Hamilton, 
Betsy Spencer Dunn, 
Julie Timura Ferraro, 
Beverly Wood Kober.  
Drue and Fred Zurcher 
sat in with us as well.

Everyone shared what’s 
been happening in their 
lives, a sort of “back to 
the future,” feeling set in. 
I was amazed at how dedicated and noble 
we all seem to be with time spent in the 
mission field, others in education and 
nursing, and in many successful business 
achievements.  We have all certainly made 
a mark in this world.

We had to share the bad with the good—
we’ve lost Connie Crabb Thomas, Lloyd 
Maguire, and Richard Camara, that we 
know of, also Bill Brannan ’60, and Joann 
Lee Wilmot ’60.     

Dudley Howes 
wrote that his sister, 
Marjorie, and he 
bought back the old 
school bell that had 
been sold off many 
years ago and 
donated it to the 
school, where it is 
housed in Founder’s 

Hall.  He suggested 

that it be rung during Alumni weekend.  
I’m not sure if any of you heard it ring, 

but I was 
assured it 
would be.  
Even though 
he could not 
come, he sent 
his regards.  
Steve Prins 
had hoped to 
be here, but 
had a last 
minute change 

in plans.  I also spoke with Marylee 
Goodridge Worthley, and she,too, would 
have liked to attend.

Most stayed on for an elegant dinner at 
Thayer Hall, now the music 

conservatory and still a 
magnificent building.  David 
Currie and his wife, Nina, 
were able to join us for 
dinner, and it was so nice to 
see them.  It was a lovely, 
warm, and fuzzy evening.

Sunday morning offered a 
pancake breakfast followed 
by a brainstorming session, 
although I was not able to 

attend, but Dan Harris had some good 
ideas for fundraising, and you’ll be hearing 
from him later.  The Academy is in need of 
microscopes.  Our class plans to help out 
with that. 

We all agreed that ten years from now 
seems too far away to plan our next 
reunion, so how about five (I’ll be in a 
hover-round by then!)?  We also think it is 
time for a West Coast reunion.  We’re 
open for suggestions.

Again, thanks to all of you who were able 
to return to our alma mater, South 
Lancaster Academy, full of memories and 
nostalgia.  I’m glad to have old friends 
back.  Best wishes to each of you, and 
keep in touch.

—Jeannie Lawler, Class of 1959 

A PERSPECTIVE FROM THE CLASS OF 1959 . . . 

Thayer  Reception 
& Dinner
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