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SLA Alumni Weekend Plans 2011
SlA Alumni Weekend is fast 

approaching, and we are working 
on completing our final plans.  the 
weekend plans are in place and now all 
we need is YOu!  

We’ll kick off the weekend on 
Friday afternoon at 3:00 pm as we 
welcome you at the SlA building for 
registration.  the senior class will host 
a spaghetti supper as a fund raiser.  it’s 
a great time to see your classmates as 
they are arrive, and you can sit down 
for some early visiting.  

Friday evening Vespers will begin 
at 7:30 pm with a program of musical 
selections provided by Vocé, the SlA 
touring choir under the direction of 
lira Schmidt Cady ’82, and Annette 
Jarschke Siver ’78 at the piano.  Wayne 
Hazen, ’65, will sketch an inspirational 
picture during the musical selections. 

the Sabbath morning program will 
begin with Sabbath School, featuring 
stories from the SlA mission trip to 
peru in march.    

the Class of ’61 has planned church 
service with Dale Kongorski ’61 giving 
the sermon of the morning.  

Sabbath lunch will be at thayer 
this year.  Our meal will be provided 
by a caterer, and the tickets will still 
be $10 per person.  tickets can be 
purchased in advance by contacting 
Jon nosek (see contact information 
below).  Classes will have a choice of 
locations for class pictures, including 
the grand staircase, in front of any 
of the picturesque fireplaces, the 
library bookshelves, or one of the 
many beautiful outdoor locations 
around the mansion.

After lunch, honor classes will 
move to their class meeting locations.  

We will provide locations for 
each honor class in the SlA 
building or each may opt for 
a location of their choice.  

Alternatively, for those 
who are not attending an 
honor class meeting, we 
will have a special program 
provided by Wayne Hazen 
and the Art Department.  He 
has developed a complete 
street scene from the time 
of Christ.  He will arrange 
for a skit of the period with 
audience members dressed 
in cloaks representing the clothing 
appropriate for that time.  We 
have heard that this is an inspiring 
experience and recommend it.

Sabbath Vespers will be provided by 
the Class of ’71.  this will be a musical 
program provided by the members of 
this talented class.  

immediately after vespers we will 
return to thayer for the third annual 
Elegant Dinner in this beautiful 
mansion.  One of the favorites from 
the past two years is the excellent hot 
spiced cider from Bolton Orchards.  
Honor classes will be provided their 
own rooms for dinner and to continue 
their visits and sharing life stories 
and experiences through the evening.  
We are fortunate to be able to linger 
long into the evening after dinner to 
extend our time with our classmates 
and friends.  We have found this to be 
one of the most special times of the 
weekend for many who have returned 
to see classmates that they have not 
seen for many years.

Sunday morning we will be up 
bright and early whipping up a 

delicious breakfast of blueberry 
pancakes, with real maple syrup, fruit, 
and cider from Bolton Orchards.  this 
will be a fundraiser for SlA Alumni, 
with tickets only $5 per person.

tickets for all meals can be 
purchased in advance by contacting 
Jon nosek at the SlA Development 
office at 978-365-5225, email at jnosek@
sla-browning.edu or send checks 
directly to Jon nosek, South lancaster 
Academy, p.O. Box 1129, So. lancaster, 
mA  01561. please make checks payable 
to SlA Alumni Association.

We want you to know that we’re 
alive and well and we’ve come up with 
terrific plans for the upcoming alumni 
weekend.  We hope to see you there!
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Class of ‘61 at the 25th SLA reunion
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COMING – ALUMNI WEEKEND
October 7, 8 & 9, 2011
By June Hilbert Harris ’65

that’s right, plans for South 
lancaster Academy Alumni Weekend 
are well underway and things are 
shaping up for a wonderful weekend 
October 7, 8 & 9th, 2011.

Your Alumni Officers have 
been hard at work making plans 
for the weekend and we think you 
will not want to miss being here.  it 
is the perfect time of year to visit 
new England, not only to enjoy 
the fall colors, but to come back to 
your school and meet with former 
classmates and friends.

Having celebrated my 
45th reunion last October, 
i can tell you that there 
is nothing more fun than 
getting together with 
friends and reliving those 
memories that we made 
while at our school.  the 
weekend still brings a 
smile to my face as i 
remember all the laughter, 
and yes, some tears, we 
shared with one another.   
i wouldn’t have missed it 
for anything and i hope 
that as our weekend looms 
ahead you will make plans 
to join us.

Some of the programs 
that are being planned are 
the Friday Evening Vesper 
program at the College Church.  We 
are excited that Wayne Hazen, Class 
of ’65 and his wife maria will be 
captivating us with their live mural 
drawing accompanied by music.  if 
you were here last October you saw 
a small taste of their talents as Wayne 
did a drawing for us during Sabbath 
School.  We also hope to have the 

SlA Choir performing for us during 
the program as well.

Sabbath School will feature 
students from SlA who will share 
with us stories of their recent mission 
trip to peru.  i have heard some 
of their testimonies as they shared 
how they were richly blessed by the 
opportunity to share their talents and 
labors with the people there.

Our Church service is being 
planned by the 50 year class, Class of 
’61, and they have been hard at work 

putting together an inspiring program 
for us.  the featured speaker this year 
will be Dale Kongorski ’61.  Also 
performing will be the class quartet.  
We are very much looking forward to 
their service.

the afternoon will find us dining 
at thayer mansion this year, followed 
by Honor Class meetings at various 

locations on campus.  For those who 
are not members of one of this year’s 
Honor Classes we have something 
special planned for you as well.  
Wayne and maria Hazen have agreed 
to prepare an artistic experience for 
us and we are looking forward to that.  

 Sabbath Vespers will be held 
in the Village Church and is being 
planned by Diane Wilcox and the 
class of ’71. 

One of our popular events in the 
past couple of years has been our 

Saturday Evening Dinner 
at thayer Conservatory 
and we will be looking 
forward to seeing you 
there as we share an 
evening together.  this is 
a great place for Honor 
Classes to gather to spend 
the evening and extend 
your time together.  

Finally, Sunday 
morning, once again 
we will have a pancake 
breakfast with your own 
alumni officers manning 
the griddles, cooking 
up plain or blueberry 
pancakes for you.  We 
will also have our business 

meeting during this time. 
this is a great way to start 
off your day before your 

travels take you back home.
So you can see that plans are 

well under way and we do hope 
that you are making your plans to 
join us.   mark your calendars, put 
in your vacation time and get your 
suitcases out of mothballs. We look 
forward to seeing each and every 
one of you in October.

SLA Vocé performing at Alumni Weekend 2010 with Lira 
Schmidt Cady ‘82 conducting
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the amazing advances in communication technology 
are everywhere now, and most of us don’t have far to reach; 
most likely there is an advanced communication device 
in your pocket or purse.  We can stay in close contact 
with our family, friends, and work associates with a touch 
of the button.  But how do we apply this technology to 
contacting and keeping in touch with our many former 
friends and classmates from SlA?  Several classes (from 
the ’60’s, no less) have set up pages on Facebook, and they 
have had great success.  A large proportion of the class has 
been participating in ongoing updates, conversations and 
life stories, and generating enthusiasm to get together and 
see each other after many years.  Currently the Classes 
of ’61, ’63, and ’66 have set up pages, and no doubt more 
will follow.  look for your class, or better yet set one up 
on behalf of your classmates.  it is truly amazing how fast 
the circle of friends can grow, and the classmates network.  

SLA Class of ’61:  http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/235702203117921/ 

SLA Class of ’63:  http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/171350612930526/

SLA Class of ‘66: http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/173656289379542/

SLA Class of ’75:  http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/235702203117921/  

Art Norcliffe ‘63 and Jan Alexander Peterson at SLA 
Banquet, 1962

While Atlantic union College had its beginnings from 
South lancaster Academy in the late nineteenth century, the 
College and the Academy formed into separate institutions 
over forty years ago. South lancaster Academy is the oldest 
continuously operating Seventh Day Adventist Academy in 
the world. We are proud to announce that the academy 
is alive, healthy, and has a bright future.  the academy has 
started the year with the largest enrollment in 13 years 
with 102 students. Our elementary is at its highest level 
since 2004 with 181 students. Combined enrollment is 283 
without counting our pre-k/pre-school. this enrollment 
represents a substantial increase since our enrollment low 
in 2009. Our classrooms are full!

During last school year, students at South lancaster 
Academy participated with a nationwide survey conducted 
amongst various Seventh-day Adventist schools which 
measured their attitudes about religion, church involvement, 
and school. While we do not get the results from just our 
students, we do get the report of the whole survey. the 
results were eye opening.  Generally speaking, there has 

been a move away from rules orientation with youth. they 
do have an increasingly higher level of understanding of the 
gospel and seek community engagement in helping their 
fellow man.  they care about their salvation and their future 
with the church! 

South lancaster Academy students overall do very well 
with standardized testing. During our most recent testing 
conducted our students typically, on a class basis, scored well 
above the national average in most areas of measurement 
generally about the seventieth percentile or higher. Some 
classes registered in the ninetieth percentile with language 
abilities! this is great news for all parents. Almost all of 
our graduates continue on to higher education to become 
doctors, lawyers, and educators. many go into the mission 
field. SlA is making a difference! Our students and their 
abilities are highly sought after by colleges. it is not unusual 
upon completion of high school to have students receive 
large scholarships. One recent graduation the combined 
scholarship for a graduating class exceeded three hundred 
thousand dollars! 

Times Are Changing!

SLA Today:  
Updates From Principal Ron Huff
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this will be our third year of 
offering the option of spending a 
delightful evening at thayer with 
classmates and friends, enjoying a 
delicious dinner, and feeling just 
a small taste of what it must have 
been like to be a family member or 
guest of the original thayer family 
at this magnificent historical 
building.  

We have made every effort 
to maximize your experience 
and enjoyment of the evening, 
with the chandeliers, candle 
sconces, tall windows and floor 
to ceiling doors leading to the 
spacious back lawn.  Starting the 
evening as guests arrive we offer 
a selection of appetizers, along 
with our incomparable local 

Evening at Thayer
By Jan Kendrick ’66

Note to Class 
Representatives
Linnea (Johnson mesaric) Davis ’66

this year is moving by 
rapidly.  the job you perform, 
as class representatives, is so 
very important to the success 
of Alumni Weekend!  We really 
appreciate what you do! As i’ve 
communicated to you, the mOSt 
important is contacting your 
classmates to get them thinking 
about and excited about coming 
back!  it is also important to get 
the updated information to Jon at 
SlA so they get the newsletter.

Again, a synopsis of the weekend, 
tentatively:

• Check in and Sr. Benefit 
supper at SlA on Friday 
afternoon

• Friday night program at the 
College Church

• Sabbath School and Church 
at the College Church

• Sabbath lunch at Chan Shun 
Dining Commons

• Class pictures there

• Class get-togethers at SlA 
classrooms in the afternoon

• Vespers at the Village Church

• Catered Dinner at thayer in 
the evening--a perfect venue 
for classes to eat and linger--a 
fund-raiser for SlA

• pancake breakfast at College 
Church function room

it’s a full and fun weekend!  let 
us know if there’s anything we 
can do to help you!

Tables set for a beautiful evening dinner at Thayer

hot spiced cider from Bolton 
Orchards.  Dinner is served with 
honor classes grouped in rooms 
that are reminiscent of a long 
departed era, and enjoyed every 
bit as much now in this setting.  
We are served by our caterers, and 
when we have completed the last 
of our dinner with a tasty dessert, 
we start to wander through the 
rooms, visiting others, catching 
up on changes, appreciating the 
history of the building, and as 
always, lingering for more time 
with friends.  

it is an evening long 
remembered, and well worth our 

individual contributions to it’s 
success.  We have been fortunate 
to use this occasion as a fund 
raiser for the Alumni Association, 
and we are very pleased to note 
here that last year we were able 
to provide a $1,000 contribution 
to SlA as a direct result of the 
proceeds from this event.  As if the 
experience, the visiting, and the 
dinner are not enough, we have 
made a substantial contribution to 
the school as well.  

What is your reason for not 
getting your reservations in nOW?  
time is running out, and i’ll be 
looking for you there!
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Our 50th reunion is less than one month away. 
Can you believe it?  time has flown by and we have 
been working feverishly to get all of you together again 
for a fantastic weekend.  if you have never been back 
to one of our reunions, please, please consider coming 
in October.  the dates are October 7-9 and there are 
many activities planned.  registration will begin on 
Friday, October 7th at 3:00pm at SlA.  

 if you have not visited the website 
for our class, sign on.  Sandy perry 
machado is the administrator for the 
site, assisted by her daughter Wendi.  
the website is on Facebook and we have 
had a ball chatting and sharing pictures 
of days gone by.

the Facebook website address 
is “South lancaster Class of ‘61 50th 
reunion Official Website.”  We have had 
some very interesting and very funny 
conversations.  it is truly amazing that 
some of the pictures have survived 
all these years.  See if you can find 
yourself in some of them.  Don’t worry 
if you do not recognize yourself or one 
of your classmates, in October we will 
all be wearing name tags to help jog our brains.  Of 
course, none of us have really changed that much.

 there is also a website in memoriam to our 
classmates who have died.  the name of that site 
is “South lancaster Academy Class of 1961 in memory 
of Departed Classmates.”   Dan Wright has done a 

wonderful job of researching the information and 
putting the site together.  thank You, Dan.  

Dale Kongorski, will deliver the sermon on 
Sabbath.  Several other members of our class will also 
participate in the church service.  We are expecting 
approximately 35 members from the class of 1961.  if 
you come, there will be 36. Bring your spouses, family 

and friends.  the more the merrier.
 Sunday morning there will be a 

brunch at 10:00 Am at the Old mill. 
this will be a great place to reminisce 
about banquets and dates in the past.  We 
have the upstairs dinning room just for 
our class, families and friends.  the food 
is still delicious.  i was there this summer, 
just to check it out.

 i am so excited about seeing all of you 
again, and some of you, for the first time 
in fifty years.  i often thank my parents 
for sending me to SlA.  i met many of 
my lifetime friends there and i wouldn’t 
trade any of you for anything. 

 i wish to thank the Alumni 
Association Staff for their tireless efforts 
in putting this upcoming weekend 

together.  With AuC closing, their challenges have 
been many.  this did not dampen their spirits and we 
will all enjoy the fruits of their labor.  

Classmates, come be a part of this wonderful, 
exciting weekend.  i have already started to pack.  
See you there!

Classmates of 1961. 
By Donna Burke edmondson ’61

For all of you looking for something special to do on Sabbath afternoon, Alumni Weekend, Wayne Hazen ’65 will 
host a walk-through and Q & A program at his film studio located on  maple Street, South lancaster.  Some of you 
will remember this as the area of the Broom Shop or the Book Bindery.  it will be easy to find! 

Wayne and his industrious helpers have built a giant set of Jerusalem during the time of Christ.  it is being 
used currently to create a feature film entitled 12 Hours.  the trailer for the film has been shot and is in post-
production now. 

You will be amazed at the artwork and the ingenuity that have gone into this most attractive set, much of 
which was built over the past several months.  Wayne has invited us to join him from 3:00-4:30 for a little look or 
a long look at this project.  Wayne will be on hand to answer all your questions.  

this will be a wonderful opportunity for guests without class meetings or whole classes together.  You will not want to 
miss this; i’ve seen it and i can’t wait to see it again! 

elaine Hardy reardon ‘63 
and John Alfke ‘62 trying to 
win the “Lifesaver Transfer” 
game. (from the collection of 
Donna Hardy Schumacher 
Harrod ‘61)

God’s Great Gift to Us
By Phyllis A. Fales Sabol ’65
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To the Class of ’66:
Linnea (Johnson mesaric) Davis’66

it’s hard to believe it’s been 45 years since we graduated from 
SlA!  Oh, my, those were the days!  We were young, idealistic 
and energetic--just beginning our journey called “life” and finding 
ourselves.  But the friendships formed then and the memories 
from those days become more precious with each passing year.  So 
much of the influences from our friends and faculty made us who 
we are now.  

We were the first class standing on our own without a dorm.  
lots of readjusting to do but we prevailed and had a great year!  
i had such a wonderful time talking to so many of you five years 
ago--many of whom  i hadn’t talked to in a very long time.   We 
had many come then and had a wonderful weekend.  We certainly 
hope those of you who didn’t make it, missed us as much as we 
missed you all!  Every one of us is precious in the eyes of God, and 
precious to each other.  We all have our own unique contributions 
to make to this world and each other.

please put Columbus Day Weekend, October 7, 8, and 9, 2011, 
in your calendars now and plan to join us for a fun-filled, memory 
making weekend in gorgeous new England in the fall!

if you have any questions, contact linnea (Johnson) mesaric 
linneamesaric@yahoo.com, phone 207-717-6318 or Janice (Blood) 
Kendrick jankendrick@hotmail.com phone 207-665-2233.

Graduating Class of  ‘66 
Hope to see you here this year!

Class of ’66!  
By Jan Kendrick ’66

We are getting close to alumni 
weekend and it’s exciting to think about!  
We AlWAYS have a memorable weekend!  
And this year will be no exception!

We alumni have been very busy trying 
to meet all the challenges this year and 
making sure that everything is ready for 
your arrival for the SlA Alumni Weekend!  
One of the changes this year is that we will 
move to thayer for Sabbath lunch.  

most pressing issue now is knowing 
who will be at the catered dinner at thayer 
Saturday night.  it must be prepaid--$30 /
person and sent to Jon nosek at SlA, p.O. 
Box 1129, So. lancaster, mass 01561.  the 
noon dinner will be a catered buffet, less 
formal and $10.  please also let us know if 
you are coming so we have some idea.  time 
is nOW to commit to being here.  i know 
Jan, Jon, and i will definitely be there for 
the weekend, and at thayer Saturday night!

See you in October!
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According to 
Beryl …
By Beryl mason Christoph ’47

As i bounded up the steps to the Ad 
Building (Founders Hall), the 7:00 am school 
bell was ringing.  the academy was on the third 
floor, complete with library and principal’s 
office.  School started early to allow students 
to work afternoons.  i was paid 12 cents an 
hour on the janitor crew, cleaning the “Boy’s” 
side and “Girl’s” side of the enclosed stairs to 
the Chapel.

rowena purdon, graduate of the first 
Academy class, 1888, taught me geometry.  it 
was bedlam between classes.  We hurried to 
geometry class to hear the continued story 
read to quiet us before she began class.

the bookstore was in the basement.  it if 
wasn’t raining hard, we would venture outside, 
going down a few steps to buy ‘used doughnuts’ 
– of course, we meant ‘day old’.  the honey 
dipped ones were five cents.  Sometimes we 
sneaked the sticky things into chapel.  i don’t 
remember anyone getting caught biting into 
the gooey sweetness even though the faculty 
knew we had them.  the store also carried 
bottled ink for fountain pens.

Girl’s slacks and pants were not allowed 
(it was considered men’s attire).  Since it 
was during World War ii, there were no silk 
stockings available.  We often painted our legs 
with Hart Hill leg paint, helping each other 
draw a black line up the back of our legs to 
make it look like a seam.  We avoided dogs – 
they had a great appetite for the paint. Baggy 
rayon and cotton hose were also an option.

there were 62 graduates in my 1947 
class.  Several members were veterans, whose 
education stopped for the war.  After the war, 
surplus white silk parachutes were purchased 
for making wedding gowns.  Sorry folks – we 
had no “silk clad” brides at SlA.

those were the days my friends!

We Need Officers!
the SlA Alumni Association would not be able to provide 

these wonderful weekend reunions without an active, committed 
slate of officers and back-up volunteers.  However, there is the 
inevitable turnover as life situations change.  this year we are 
looking for several replacements to our roster, and we’re hoping to 
hear from you.  What can you do?  What are your talents?  What are 
your interests?  How can you contribute?  in this age of advanced 
technology you don’t have to live here.  We already conduct our 
meetings by teleconference.  the only time we need “feet on the 
ground” and hands ready to help is at alumni weekend.  You can live 
in Washington or timbuktu, and you can still contribute.  Can you 
write?  We need a newsletter editor.  Can you add your thoughts to 
the meetings throughout the year?  We need a Vice-president and 
a Secretary.  Fortunately, we have a solid group of ongoing stalwarts 
who have worked for a number of years, and who would be willing 
to guide new members and show you the ropes.  

Give us a call.  We would love to hear from you and welcome 
you to join our group.  Watch and learn, then do.

Where to Stay

Lodging                                   Miles    Phone

Chocksett inn 4.5 978-422-5291
59 laurelwood road
Sterling, mA  01564

Four points Sheraton 10.6 978-466-6013
99 Erdman Way
leominster, mA  

Springhill Suite by marriott 11.5 978-772-3030
27 Andrews parkway
Devens, mA

Super 8 motel 10.3 978-537-2800
482 north main Street
leominster, mA

Charlotte’s House B&B 9 978-669-5005
5 Bolton road
Bolton, mA   

Holiday inn Express Hotel 
& Suites 10 866-678-6350
121 Coolidge Street 
Hudson, mA 

AuC may also have some dorm rooms available.  
978-368-2000
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SLA Alumni Association

P.O. Box 864

South Lancaster, MA 01561

Snapshots of Our 
Weekend

     When it was over we were 
reluctant to end the visit.  
“Every parting gives a 
foretaste of death, every 
reunion a hint of the 
resurrection.” (Arthur 
Schopenhauer) 
     We are intensely grateful 
for the hours and weeks and 
months of planning that the 
alumni officers put in every 
year for reunion weekend.  
As we attended event after 
event, it became clear that 
our pleasure was a result of 
their hard work, even during 
the weekend as they cooked, 
set up, cleaned up, gave 
directions, etc. etc.  There 

is no way to adequately 
thank them for their loyalty 
to the school and to the 
importance of friendship. 
     One more quote sums up 
the reunion weekend for us:  
“You meet people who forget 
you.  You forget people you 
meet.  But sometimes you 
meet those people you can’t 
forget.  And those are your 
friends.”  Even though 
many miles and many years 
have separated us from our 
years at SLA, the 
experiences and friendships 
shaped us then and still 
impact us today.
     “Many joys come and go, 
but friendship is forever.”  
Thanks for being our 
friends.  And thank you 
SLA for the memories.

Continued from Page 4

SLA Alumni Flordia 
Chapter Meeting

Plans are well underway for our 2nd SLA 
Alumni Florida Meeting.  Remember our 
chapels during our academy days?  We are 
adding a guest speaker from our SLA 
alumni or SLA faculty alumni to our 
itinerary.  Make plans now and reserve 
Sunday, February 6, 2011.  Contact June 
Reams at reams4@aol.com or 508-479-7275.
Wishing you a happy and healthy 2011!

June Whitney Reams ’61

NON-PROFIT 
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Friday, October 7
3:00 registration ...............................................................................................SlA School lobby
3:00 Car Wash .............................................................................................................SlA Building
4:30 Supper – Benefit SlA Senior Class  ..................................................................SlA Building
7:30 musical program and Artwork by Wayne Hazen ’65 ................College Church Sanctuary
 
Sabbath, October 8
8:30 registration continues .......................................................................College Church lobby
9:20 Sabbath School – missions ............................................................................College Church
11:00 Worship Service – Class of ’61 .......................................................................College Church

Sabbath afternoon:
1:00 Alumni luncheon ................................................................................thayer Conservatory
3:00 Class meetings ....................................................................................................SlA Building
3:00 Art Center tour ....................................................................................Art Studio, maple St.
5:30 Sabbath Vespers, Class of ’71 ..........................................................................Village Church
7:00 Evening Dinner at thayer ...................................................................thayer Conservatory 
7:30 Women’s Basketball .................................................................................... SlA Gymnasium
8:30 men’s Basketball .......................................................................................... SlA Gymnasium

Sunday, October 9
9:00 pancake Breakfast .............................................................Fellowship Hall, College Church
11:00 SlA Alumni Business meeting .........................................Fellowship Hall, College Church 

Weekend at a Glance – October 7-9, 2011


