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Gearing Up for   “Building   for 
Eternity” 
Donna Burke Edmondson ’61  
 
The New Year is well underway and 
it is time for the Alumni Association 
to gear up for our coming alumni 
weekend on October 7, 8, and 9, 
2016. The list seems endless, but the 
goal is what keeps everyone on track. 
You too must begin gearing up 
for your pilgrimage back to your 
alma mater. 
Why do we do this year after 
year? Many alumni come every year, 
even if it is not their honor year. 
Some only come once or twice or 
only on their honor years. Sadly, a 
few of you have never been back and 
you have been missed. 
For me, I come year after year to see 
you, my friends. You are the ones 
near and dear to my heart. I met most 
of you during my young, 
impressionable teenage years. The 
rest of you I have gotten to know 
along the way. What brings me back 
is the bond I made with you and this 
school. I have never gone home 
feeling my cup was half full; on the 
contrary, my cup is full and running 
over with the joy of seeing you again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year is my 55th class reunion. I 
am anxious to see my classmates 
again on the campus of the 
school I love and support. It is not 
the same building or classrooms that 
my classmates and I attended, but the 
name of South Lancaster Academy 
remains the same. The spirit of SLA 
remains strong. 
In the next few years, SLA will be 
going through many physical and 
structural changes. We have already 
been introduced to the “Building for 
Eternity” campaign and now it is 
time for us, as alumni, to do our part. 
I would like to challenge my class of 
’61 to lead the way in giving to this 
deserving project. In fact, I would 
like to challenge all the honor 
classes to challenge each other in the 
rebuilding of our school. You don’t 
have to be a member of an honor 
class to do your part. This school 
belongs to all of us and now is the 
time for us to start giving back.  
Not everyone can give the same, but 
if everyone gives something we can 
bring this project to fruition 
before the projected date of 
2019. “Not Equal Giving, but Equal 
Sacrifice.” The Lord has blessed us 
and has blessed our beloved alma 
mater. We can do this, alumni, so 
Gear up. Gear up for alumni 
weekend. Gear up for SLA. Gear up 
for Eternity. 
 

 
 
 

SLA Building for Eternity  
by Jon Nosek ’66   
It’s January 2016, a new year, and 
another new beginning.  South 
Lancaster Academy is now halfway 
through the 2015-2016 school year. 
The year is flying by quickly. We 
continue to make progress with our 
Building for Eternity campaign. 
At the conclusion of last October’s 
annual alumni meeting we held a 
celebration banquet as part of the 
first initial launch of the campaign. It 
was a moving and inspiring event. At 
that point we had achieved financial 
commitments of approximately  
$1,000,000. We now have approx.-
imately 1.2 million in commitments. 
Now that the holidays are over, plans 
are being put in place to re-engage 
the campaign efforts in our churches. 
The SLA School Board has selected 
Peterman Architects, Inc. to be 
responsible for the design of the 
project. After several discussions it 
was agreed that there will be a 
prioritization and phasing process for 
construction and remodeling. A 
contract for the first phase design has 
been drawn up and is being reviewed 
by legal counsel and the Southern 
New England Conference before the 
school board makes its decision.  
The first phase includes connecting 
the two buildings, moving the 
administrative offices, bringing the 
Browning building up to current code 
and disability compliance, upgrading 
the heating system, eliminating 
traffic hazards, and removing the in-
ground oil tanks.  
There is a lot of activity taking place 
in the background to bring each part 
of the project into place. We have 
been blessed with countless hours of 
work by many skilled volunteers 
from our church constituents. They 
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SLA Yesterday and Today 
by Phyllis Fales Sabol ’65  
Beyond my annual visit to the school for Alumni Weekend 
and presenting of Alumni scholarships on occasional 
graduations, I’ve rarely made it over to the campus for events. 
I knew there was an online presence and decided I should 
take a look at the everyday life of current SLA students. What 
I found was not short of amazing. 
I went on the website and started with The Bell Tower, the bi-
weekly newsletter that goes to all students’ homes 
electronically. Besides the needed schedules for exams, 
programs, days off, and reminders to send mittens and hats 
for the little ones, it was complete with thoughtful writing 
(thank you vice-principal Theresa Robidoux), a review of 
what the kids, young and older, had been up to lately, 
opportunities for parenting classes, and was filled with photos 
of smiling faces. 
The list of programs and opportunities for growth inside and 
outside of the classroom was really mind boggling. There was 
a basketball schedule for boys and girls Varsity and Junior 
Varsity, a ski group, an Extreme Team that challenges them 
to go beyond their comfort zone to learn ways of surviving in 
unusual situations and the importance of partnering. There 
were trips to consider and fundraising ideas for all manner of 
helping the individual student or the school at large.  There 
were invitations to learn music. 
The December issue had student writers as young as first 
grade giving their view of the Christmas in Other Lands 
program they had been part of. The music programs were 
numerous and well documented with beautiful photos. I 
immediately wished I had looked at this schedule a long time 
ago.   
I learned that the school now has over 300 students from K-
12. The teachers are as dedicated to their students as ours 
were. The love is evident throughout. The photos tell a real 
story themselves. I hope you will take a virtual tour of the 
school we are being asked to support.  It is the same premise 
as our school was but is clearly a 21st century remake of what 
we knew. They have kept the best and added even more: more 
programs, music and sports, more opportunity for outreach, 
more connecting to the outside world complete with 
instruction of how to be a good opponent and parent in a 
game situation.   
It would be such a privilege to attend SLA now. I can see how 
this school has been blessed and how special it really is in this 
world today.  Go on line and check it out.  If it doesn’t inspire  
you to give, I would be quite surprised.  

 
 

In Memory of June 
by Ronald Harris ’63   
Today I lost my best friend and the love of my life for 47 
years. After years of battling cancer June passed quietly and 
pain free this afternoon in the company of our family, our 
sons Lance and Scott, Lance's wife Michelle and June's 
brother Vic. Although we have known for years that this day 
was coming it came much sooner and with a suddenness that 
took us by surprise. I thank all of you for your thoughts and 
prayers, they mean a lot to us. 
Please, if you have the chance to do something with a loved 
one, do it now. Don't wait for a better time, more money, or 
retirement or whatever it is you are waiting to happen. Those 
things may never happen or you may be too ill or lame or 
debilitated to do them later. 
For those who are thinking of sending plants or flowers, 
please make a donation to the South Lancaster Academy 
Alumni association instead. The SLA Alumni has been a 
major focus for June for many years. God bless you all, 

 
 
 

 
             

 
June Hilbert Harris with the custom-made quilt given to her 
by her classmates at the 2015 SLA Alumni Weekend

In Memory of June 
by David Adamson ’66                     
 

June Harris was a true force of energy 
and champion of  South Lancaster 
Academy and the SLA Alumni 
Association. Her never-ending work, 
dedication and leadership will be 
sorely missed by all who knew and 
worked with her. 
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I’ve Been Giving This Some Thought 
by Janice Kendrick ’66  
We’ve had a wonderful, supportive turnout of alumni for the 
past several years at the October Alumni Weekend, but we 
find that there are several honor years that are more sparsely 
attended, and many times classmates that we were hoping to 
see again just don’t come back.  
It seems that there are as many reasons not to come as there 
are to come, and some are distressing to hear. The most 
distressing are the responses stating that there was a student, 
or even a faculty or administrator that made a negative impact 
on someone’s life. This reason is heard often enough that I 
feel that we should address it.  
There is a saying that it doesn’t pay to carry a grudge because 
the person that carries the grudge is the only one that knows, 
and the only one that gets hurt. Specifically, if you are still 
carrying resentments 10, 30, 50 years after you left school, 
you have to ask yourself, “Why?” What is the cost/benefit 
ratio? If it was a faculty or administrative person, there is a 
good chance that the person is no longer at the school, and 
may not even be alive, in which case, what is the point? Move 
on, make the choice to make it work for you, and enjoy your 
old friends once again. 
The class ahead of mine had 100 graduates, and about 20% of 
their 50-year class have already passed away. These 
classmates are very much missed. In this year’s small 50-year 
class of 35 graduates, 20% are gone and 3 are missing; we 
miss them terribly. Every year that number gets higher. 
DON’T WAIT until you’re the only person standing to 
represent your class! Come back now; see your friends; I 
guarantee that you will hug lots of people over the weekend. 
It will be good for you and for them.  
This much I know for sure, just pick one: 
 Your classmates aren’t here to judge you. 
 It doesn’t matter how you look. Really! 
 Your friends want to see you. 
 You are important to your friends and classmates and 

you matter to them. 
 You will get more out of the weekend than you 

expected. 
 Every year your class loses someone. 
 It’s later than you think. 
 You will be glad you came! 

Old friends are the best friends. That’s what everyone says! 
 

 
Class of 1961 on the lawn at Thayer in 2011 
 

 
 

       
      Diane Falldorf Brown’66 and Kathy Colley  
                     Johnson’66 in 2006 

              
       The PVA Class of ’66 defectors in 2006: L-R Back: Mike  
Mizher, Christine Mediros Kelstrom, Lyle Kelstrom , Front Row,  
Judy Mitchell Brodis, Dottie Allard, Cherrie Chase Clapp 
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The Beginnings of a New School 
by Anthony C. Spence ’80  
 
I was recently talking with my brother-in-law, Paul Brantley, 
about a centennial celebration back in the 1980s in South 
Lancaster. He had gotten sick on the trip up from Huntsville, 
Alabama and couldn’t be there. I knew I was there, but then I 
realized it was not SLA but Atlantic Union College.   
The two schools are linked. Stephen Haskell had a dream of 
establishing a school in New England to train workers. He 
prayed long and hard that it would come to pass. He chose the 
area around Lancaster, Massachusetts and had hoped to open 
the school in the fall of 1881. 
Haskell went searching for teachers. He went to Battle Creek, 
Michigan to speak with Goodloe Harper Bell. He was 
prepared to do whatever he could to get this teacher, and on 
the morning of February 20, 1882, students arriving for class 
found that Bell had left Battle Creek to join Haskell. 
In boosting the plan for a school in South Lancaster, Haskell 
proved to be a persevering and prolific publicist. He began 
the publicity campaign for the school in late February while 
he was in Battle Creek close to the offices of the Review and 
Herald. 
It was soon announced that the school would open on April 
19, 1882. This would give an opportunity for all who wished 
to attend. The first term would last ten full weeks before 
haying season began so the young men could earn money for 
the next term. 
Haskell had met with W. C. White and the two of them raced 
to see who could open their school first. White was in 
California and he ended up opening Healdsburg Academy on 
April 11. Haskell lost the race, but did he, really? He was also 
the president of the California Conference along with the 
New England Conference, so Healdsburg was his school too. 
Goodloe Harper Bell began his role as principal of the new 
school on April 19, 1882. Of the 19 young people who came 
to the schoolhouse that morning, 11 were local residents. The 
first building was a freshly cleaned and painted white 
building measuring eighteen by twenty-four feet. It was just 
the right size to found a new school. In April of 2016 we 
mark 134 years of continuous operation. God has blessed 
SLA. 

 

Class Representatives Needed for 2016 Honor Classes  
Donna Burke Edmondson ’61  
 
We are at the crucial point in our planning stage for Alumni 
Weekend 2016 when the Class Representatives begin 
contacting their classmates getting ready for their honor class 
activities at alumni weekend. 
We only have a few classes with a designated representative 
that will take responsibility for getting their class together for 
their honor year. We need a point person for all of the honor 
classes. 
The Alumni Association Committee will help you out as 
much as possible. We will send you your class list with the 
contact information that we have. Your job is to contact 
everyone you can. Ask other classmates if they know how to 
contact someone you have not talked to or seen in years. Most 
of the time, it only takes a phone call or an email to get the 
ball rolling. You can't start too early.   
It only takes a few hours to contact everyone and I know fom 
experience you will enjoy getting your friends together. Let’s 
get started now. Let’s see which class can get the most 
members back to SLA. We are counting on you; you are the 
reason our committee exists. Let's keep it going. 
If you are in any of the classes without a Class Rep. please  
come forward and let us help you make this honor year your 
best year ever. Get in touch with us on Facebook at SLA 
Alumni Association or by email at slaalumni@outlook.com.  

2016 Honor Classes 
Class Representatives Needed 

for these Honor Classes: 
 

2011 –  5- yr. – needed 
2006 – 10-yr. – needed 
2001 – 15-yr. – needed 
1996 – 20 yr. – needed 
1991 – 25-yr. – needed 
1986 – 30-yr. – needed 
1981 – 35-yr. – needed 
1976 – 40-yr. – needed 
1971 – 45-yr. – needed 
1956 – 60-yr. – needed 
1951 – 65-yr. – needed 
1946 – 70-yr. – needed 

 
If you are a member of one of these classes, 
please consider volunteering to be your class 
representative. You can make it happen and 
have a wonderful alumni weekend with your 
classmates. Contact us. We will help you get 
started in finding your classmates and planning 
your special weekend of memories at  
slaalumni@outlook.com or on Facebook. 
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The Triumvirate 
by Jeffrey Lambert ’02 
Rome's government system teetered on the edge of disaster. 
The empire's Senate, the voice of the citizens, found itself 
controlled by an elite Roman minority only concerned with 
maintaining their own lavish lifestyles. Rome's armies were 
for sale to the highest bidder, fighting civil wars for personal 
gain instead of upholding their oath to serve the good of the 
state. Indeed the Roman Empire found itself in a place of 
corruption that threatened to topple their reign of power. 
Julius Caesar, a former statesman, Roman general and 
popular figure among Rome's commoner class, decided he 
needed to step forward and save Rome from itself. His plan? 
Temporarily consolidate power and return Rome to the right 
track. He knew his goal could not be accomplished alone 
though. A coalition would be needed in order to achieve 
success. With this in mind, he formed a triumvirate, or “rule 
by three” that included two other powerful Roman citizens 
and himself. Julius Caesar accomplished his goal. 
As a school community today, we need more cooperation and 
communication between the stakeholders of this school: the 
faculty, our current families with students, and our alumni. 
We need to form our own triumvirate. 
SLA is committed to four main principles for graduates to 
possess: the joy of a loving relationship with God, inquiring 
minds, total fitness, and positive social interactions. But!  We 
cannot ensure these successes on our own. We need to work 
closely with families. We need to have deeper relationships 
with our churches and pastors. The ultimate goal is for SLA 
students to meet standards of excellence in every facet of life! 
How do we accomplish this? Communication needs to come 
first. Faculty is the first line of defense, with the job of 
treating each student equally in achieving success, yet varied 
in where they begin their academic journeys with us. 
Administration and policies need to reflect what is best for 
students, based on the qualified input and observations from 
the triumvirate. 
Alumni, we need you to continue supporting the school that 
helped shape our worldview at a crucial time. Every 
appearance you make at events, every donation you give to 
Building for Eternity, every kind word of encouragement to a 
current student helps cement the idea in our kids that being a 
member of South Lancaster Academy doesn’t just end at 
graduation; it spans across generations and connects us all in 
a special way. 
Each of us is a cog in the machine that should drive our 
children toward excellence. We each need to take 
responsibility for our role, and work together as equal 
partners. When one cog is absent, the machine fails to 
function. We must all work together as a triumvirate, with 
Christ at the center. If we do this, together, as a coalition, we 
will fulfill the promise of Proverbs 22:6. “Train up a child in 
the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” 
 
 

Will the SLA Alumni 50-Year Class Please Step Forward? 
by Janice Kendrick ’66  
I know, it couldn’t be our class. We’re not old enough to be 
having our 50th Reunion – could we? Well, I’m afraid so, my 
dear friends, and you are wanted, front and center for the 
2016 SLA Alumni Weekend. We’re well underway in 
planning for the weekend, but we need to get started on plans 
for our class, when, where, and what you would like to do 
when you return for your BIG reunion year. Let us know, and 
we’ll make it happen.  
Since our class was one of the smallest, and the first 
graduating class after the boarding school was closed, we 
hope that all our PVA friends join us for this milestone 
reunion. We had been with some of those classmates for three 
years in SLA and some had even been classmates in 
Browning. We missed all our friends and don’t want to miss 
you for this big reunion year! Call us, text us, message us on 
Facebook, but most importantly, COME BACK and join us! 
Find us on the SLA Alumni Association Facebook page, or 
by email at slaalumni@outlook.com.   

 
Graduating Class of 1966 

 

 
Class of ’66 in 2006
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Building for Eternity, Cont’d from Page 1 
are working meticulously to ensure the way. What we need 
now from our alumni are prayers and your personal 
commitments to make this project a success. History is 
repeating itself. Others before us have gone through this same 
process when they saw the need to build Founders Hall, the 
first SLA building, the Browning Normal School building, 
and the current Browning Elementary and SLA buildings. 
Those before us made it happen! 
Others sacrificed so that you and I would have a proper place 
to “Enter to Learn…Leave to Serve”. Now please join in with 
SLA today so that our future alumni will share our same 
blessings and in turn be inspired to pass it forward. Those 
before us made it happen! 
 
Attention RVers 
Donna Burke Edmondson ’61  
If you have an RV and you are thinking of coming to Alumni 
Weekend in October, we have good news for you.  
Alumni Weekend is October 7-9, 2016. The Southern New 
England Conference has ten campsites available at this time. 
You will have electricity and there is a dump station and a 
place to fill your water tank. 
Directions to the camp site: Take Sterling Road and pass two 
houses on the right and then take a right into a U-shaped 
driveway through the stone wall. You can park backed up to 
the campground fence. You will not need access to keys or a 
gate. To make reservations, call Jeff Linthwaite at: 
Southern New England Conference Office  
978-365-4551 x606 
 
The fee for these sites is $10.00 per night. This is such a 
wonderful rate. Many of you use this time of year to visit 
family, friends and the gorgeous fall colors. Take advantage 
of this wonderful opportunity, come to Alumni Weekend and 
see beautiful New England at the same time. 
Make your plans now, Call early. Jeff is waiting to set you up. 
 

 
Class of 1956 at a previous Alumni Weekend. Mrs. Olive 

Roberts is in the front left as their Class Sponsor. 
 
 

 
Obituary 
 

                
             Eugene “Pete” Christoph 1931-2016 
 
Eugene “Pete” Christoph,  Born August 17, 1931, died on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2016 at his home in South Lancaster, 
Massachusetts. After serving six years in Africa as 
missioaries, he and his family returned to the USA. Many of 
us remember Mr. Christoph as our math or science teacher, as 
well as his ability to tell stories that made us think differently 
than we had previously. He and his late wife, Beryl Mason 
’47 Christoph were active in the alumni association for 
decades. “Pete” also served on the SLA school board as well 
as holding several positions in town government. He is 
survived by his two daughters, Cynthia Christoph ’74, and 
Bonnie Christoph Koval ’76; two sons, Roy ’78 and Peter 
’80, and nine grandchildren. 
 

       
          Mr. Christoph demonstrating a chemistry 
                         experiment in 1968
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Where to Stay – RESERVE EARLY! 
 
College Town Inn    
12 Old Common Road   
Lancaster, MA 01523  
978-368-7000   
$85-150  
Reserve EARLY! 
 
Charlotte’s House B & B    
96 South Bolton Road   
Bolton, MA 01740   
$105-120   
978-779-5005  
 
Chocksett Inn   
59 Laurelwood Road   
Sterling, MA 01564   
978-422-3355   
From $140 – 4 night minimum   
www.chocksettinn.com    
 
Stowaway Inn B&B   
271 Great Road   
Stow, MA 01775   
978-897-1999   
$95-105   
www.stowawayinn.com 
 
Double Tree by Hilton Leominster   
99 Erdman Way   
Leominster, MA 01453   
978-534-9000   
$140-160  
*Train pick-up  
www.doubletree.hilton.com/leominster    
  
Holiday Inn Boxborough Woods   
242 Adams Place, I-495, Exit 28   
Boxborough, MA 01719   
$120-200   
978-263-8701   
***$149 special/10 rooms held 
www.Holidayinn.com/Boxborough  

Best Western Royal Plaza Marlboro   
181 Boston Post Road   
Marlborough, MA 01752   
508-460-0700   
$150-170   
www.rplazahotels.com 

 
 
 
 

Holiday Inn Hudson  
121 Coolidge Street  
Hudson, MA 01749  
978-462-1001  
*Train pick-up 
$120-150  
www.hiexpress.com.Hudson   
 
Colonial Hotel  
625 Betty Spring Road  
Gardner, MA 01440  
$170  
978-630-2500  
www.colonial-hotel.com   
 
Hilton Garden Inn 
59 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA  01434 
978-772-0600 
$108-199 
www.Hiltoninn.hilton.com/Devens  
 
Springhill Suites Devens 
27 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA  01434 
978-772-3030 
$129-199 
*Train pick-up 
www.marriott.com  
 
Hampton Inn Marlborough  
277 Boston Post Road West,  
Marlborough, MA 01752  
508-787-9888  
$140-190  
www.hamptoninn.com   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEEP US POSTED!
 
If you have moved, or are moving soon, PLEASE 
send us your new address 
If you change your email or email server, please 
send us your new email address 
 
We spend a LOT of time chasing down 
addresses and email updates for our alumni. 
Our contact list is nearly 3,000 people, so 
please do your part, and keep us posted with 
your changes of phone, email, and mailing 
addresses. Email your new address to 
slaalumni@outlook.com  and we will make 
sure you get all your newsletters. 



 

 

SLA Alumni Association 
P.O. Box 864 
South Lancaster, MA 01561 
Return Address Requested 
  Visit us on Facebook at the SLA Alumni Official 
Facebook Website  
And on our website at www.slaalumni.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SLA Officers and contact 
information 

 
President       Donna Edmondson 
Vice-President              Janice Kendrick 
Secretary                 Nancy Wood 
Ass’t Secretary                  Vacant 
Treasurer                 Deb Gifford  
Assistant Treasurer   Phyllis Sabol 
Historian             Anthony Spence 
Webmaster              David Adamson 
 

SLA Alumni Contact Information 
Email: slaalumni@outlook.com 
Facebook:  SLA Alumni Association 

4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Class of 1966, 50-year Honor Class for the 2016 Photo from 1991 Alumni Weekend, for the 25th reunion.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Montpelier, VT
61


