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ALUMNI SPIRIT
A Look Back at Alumni Weekend 2010
Phyllis Fales Sabol ′65

October skies were in full 
force for our annual Alumni 
Weekend this year. Many people 
came early on Friday afternoon to 
sign in and to participate in the 
supper SLA seniors put on as a 
fundraiser; it's pretty hard to beat 
a whole supper for $5.00 and the 
students could not have been 
more gracious, entertaining us 
with songs and jokes. 

In fact, over the weekend we 
had quite a lot of help from 

students in setting up registration 
and the Thayer dining rooms. We 
even had a tuxedoed gentleman 
greeting guests at Thayer on 
Saturday night.

il Vocé, SLA's touring choir 
provided a program of beautiful 
meditative song at Friday Night 
Vespers.

Then Howard Sprague and 
his wife showed films and 
narrated their mission trip to 
Africa.

Sabbath School was 
sponsored by the Class of 1965. A 
Praise Group had been assembled 
by June Hilbert Harris, and they 
had a fabulous time singing 
together as in days gone by. As 
they sang, Wayne Hazen was 
creating artwork; tears all around 
when he finished and we saw a 
beautiful drawing of our Lord 
welcoming us home. Nancy 
Daniels Nelson delivered an 
address "What We Learned Here" 
followed by a SabbathSchool 

lesson taught by the duo of Len 
and Ruth Bettle Harms.

Church Service was hosted by 
the 50 year class; this year, the 
Class of 1960. Frederic Zurcher 
was the keynote speaker asking 
"What is Truth? asked Pilate." His 
sermon was preceded by a 
trumpet solo by Craigan Gray and 
a thoughtful opening prayer given 
by Bradley Nelson. 

WINTER 2010-11

 Il Voce (add the accent over the e) giving a 
beautiful performance, with Lira Schmidt 

Cady '82 directing.

Fred Zurcher ′60 gives a thought provoking 
sermon.
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     It has been said that “the 
most beautiful discovery friends 
make is that they can grow 
separately without growing 
apart”. (Elizabeth Foley). 
That’s what high school class 
reunions are about.

     SLA class reunion happened 
again this year, as it does every 
year the first or second week of 
October. Why did we go?
It wasn’t to see SLA, although 
we are glad we did, and we are 
pleased it is doing so well. 

Len and Ruth Bettle Harms '65
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Jamie Jorge Concert: It Was 
Music to our Ears!

 Jon Nosek ′66

     South Lancaster Academy is 
always looking for new ways to 
raise funds to support our school. 
On November 21, 2010, Jaime 
Jorge presented a benefit concert 
for SLA in the College Church. 
This first concert was a great 
success.

     Jaime Jorge is a violin virtuoso 
best known for his appearances 
on the 3ABN network channel. 
He has played in a multitude of 
settings from high school 
auditoriums to Carnegie Hall. He 
has played on five

continents and over 35 countries. 

    We estimated about 350 people 
enjoyed this amazing 
performance. He spoke briefly 
between the varied musical 
selections composed of favorite

hymns, classical pieces, and a 
patriotic medley.

     Toward the end of his 
performance, Jaime spoke about 
the power of Christian Education 
and the effect it had on his own 
life. He then made a heartfelt 
appeal to the audience to help 
support the efforts of South 
Lancaster Academy with their 
continuing mission of Christian 
Education. The inspired listeners 
responded enthusiastically as our 
academy students collected their 
gifts which was around $4,000 in 
cash and several thousand dollars 
pledged over the next 12 months.

     Although you may not have 
attended this incredible evening, 
you also have an opportunity to 
help the current South Lancaster 

Academy students with their 
financial struggles of school 
expenses. The national economic 
crisis has not spared our students 
families here in New England. 
Despite this fact, our academy 
enrollment has begun to return to 
the 100 mark. The last two years 
it has remained in the 90’s.

Remarkably, this is approximately 
a 20% increase over the last 
decade. Contrary to the national 
trend of private church schools, 
SLA has been maintaining 
approximately 260 students in 
Pre-K – 12th grade. We are 
excited to be the leader in this 
trend in the whole Atlantic Union 
Conference.

     With your continued support 
South Lancaster Academy can and 
will continue to fulfill its mission. 
We are proud of the students who 
have passed through these halls 
and have gone on to make this 
world a better place. Please join 
the rest of our amazing alumni 
who reach out with a helping 
hand to lift up our future alumni 
who will do the same as others 
have done for you.

     May the Lord continue to 
richly bless you and our beloved 
school in 2011.

Janice Blood Kendrick ’66     

     The crystal sparkled, the linens 
were crisp and the wall sconces lit up 
the rooms for the annual Evening 
Dinner at Thayer as the diners filed 
through the large, oak front door 
and onto the black and white marble 
tile on the foyer floor.  The long 
tables stretched from the door to 
the fireplace in the Red Room as the 
wait staff filed in with the salad 
course and the dinner began.  There 
was conversation, visiting, and 
reminiscing lasting past the 
cheesecake dessert and into the 
evening while the diners enjoyed the 
fresh hot spiced cider and the 
fragrance of cinnamon and cloves.  
     

Annual Evening 
Dinner at

Thayer Recap

Continued on Page 7
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A LOOK BACK AT ALUMNI 
WEEKEND 2010

Responses and the Anthem were 
handled expertly by the SLA 
Choir. 

 

     Lunch was served at Chan 
Shun Dining Commons where 
photos were taken of the classes. 
The afternoon was devoted to the 
classes spending quality time 
together in their own spaces.
     Many people also enjoyed our 
special showing of Jeffrey Lloyd 
Dever's ′72 artwork hosted by the 
Hazens at Bartlett Gallery.  Jeff 's 
polymer clay vessels, baskets, and 

jewelry can be seen online at 
www.npcg.org.  
     We were honored to have him 
show his unique creations to us.
     Sabbath Vespers was held at 
the Village Church and was a 
lovely musical program presented 
by friends and family of the Class 
of 1980 headed out by Bob Jones. 
It was well attended and was a 
spiritual blessing. Later, more than 
100 attended the fundraising 
dinner at Thayer where we did not 
put the lights out until nearly 
midnight. 
     The newest program, the 
Pancake Breakfast and annual 
meeting, was well attended bright 
and early at 9:00 a.m Sunday.  
You've got to love getting up in 
the morning to prepare for that!  
But the Officers and Committee 
members had a great time putting 
on this annual weekend.  We're 
already hard at work planning next 
year's activities!

Continued from Page1

Len and Ruth Bettle Harms provide an 
informative Sabbath School lesson

Wayne Hazen ′65 sketches a pastel of Jesus 
and child during Sabbath School

Bradley Nelson ′60 delivers a powerful 
morning prayer in church

Cherie Knight Asgeirson ′80 and Merri Lynn 
Merriman Braman ′80 make beautiful music 

with some unusual instruments

Class of ′65 at lunch: clockwise from 
foreground: Sheila Clemens Aasheim, Thekla 

Lein, Dennis and Phyllis Sabol, Geanie 
Brannan, Nancy Johnson Wood, Ruth Bettle 

Harms, Jean Arapage Skinner, Leonard 
Harms, Ramona Smith McCurdy, Nancy 
Daniels Nelson, Nancy Morgan Meola

Class of ′65 Praise Group sings while Wayne 
Hazen Sketches

Photos From Alumni Weekend 2010

Class of '80 visiting during dinner in the 
Gold Room
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It wasn’t to see the New 
England foliage, although we are 
glad we did, because the desert 
of SE Washington can’t boast 
such maple leaf splendor.  

     

We went because of friends.  
Wanting to see people we spent 
time with on Choralist trips, at 
band concerts, on our senior 
class trip, as roommates, in 
Elder Richardson’s Bible class 
and Mr. Christoph’s chemistry 
lectures……
     We missed those who weren’t 
there from the class of ′65, but 
we are glad for the ones who 
were! 
      It has also been said that 
“No distance of place or lapse of 
time can lessen the friendship 
of those who are thoroughly 
persuaded of each other’s 
worth.”  It was so great to see 
that familiar smile, hear the old 
laugh.  But to also catch up on 
what has gone on in each other’s 
lives during our separation.  
Such quality people!

     The nonstop visiting we 
enjoyed was enhanced by the 
excellent planning of the alumni 
officers that had gone on for 
months before.  Many events 
were available to appeal to both 
heart and mind as well as make 
informal visiting possible.  
Friday evening the music from 
the SLA choir and Howard 
Sprague’s mission talk were 
inspiring.  Sabbath School by 
the class of 1965 and church 
service by the class of 1960 were 

both warm and lively.
     Our class (’65) was privileged 
Sabbath afternoon to meet in 
Bartlett Gallery and see an 
exhibit by Jeffrey Dever ’72 and 
the work of our artist classmate 
Wayne Hazen ’65.  We were 
joined by a few people from 
other classes and also by Mr. 
Christoph, who still has his 
friendly, “amused” smile!  
     Stories were shared, 
memories were resurrected, and 
we felt a high degree of support 
and appreciation for each other.    
     Saturday night was another 
high point as members of all 
classes enjoyed a catered 
banquet at Thayer 
Conservatory.  It was another 

time to visit and compare 
memories from the years at 
SLA and also to learn about 
each other’s lives between then 
and now.  
We even sang the school song 
more than once during the 
weekend.
     We were impressed, not 
terrified, as we learned about 
what our classmates have been 
doing for the last 45 years.  It 
was heartwarming to learn 
about their challenges and 
successes, fun to see pictures of 
children and grandchildren, sad 
to hear about losses, but 
encouraging to hear about 
growth through 
disappointments and even 
failures.  
     Sunday morning the SLA 
Alumni Association prepared a 
delicious pancake breakfast 
followed by a short business 
meeting, which included 
election of officers and a report 
on plans for SLA’s future.  
     Because our classmates still 
were not tired of each other, we 
had one more chance to get 
together, this time over dinner 
in a private room at the Old 
Mill!  

Snapshots of Our Weekend
Continued from Page 1

Continued on Back Page 

Friends reunite at registration

Howard Sprague ′54 presents a video of 
his mission trip

Class of ′65 at Bartlett Gallery
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Janice Blood Kendrick ’66

     The 2010 SLA Alumni 
Weekend is now yet another 
memory, and what a memory it is!  
We had an exceptionally good 
turnout this year; a tribute to the 
Class Representatives for the 
honor classes.  
     We were also honored and 
blessed by the number of 
programs that were planned by 
several honor classes, and their 
many talents were generously 
shared with us in many capacities 
over the weekend.  The fickle 
New England weather came 
through once again, providing us 
was a beautiful, clear, crisp, fall 
day, and a spectacular display of 
color.  
     I want to take this opportunity 
to thank the SLA Alumni Officers 
for their many hours in planning 
the weekend, and their boundless 
energy and creativity in developing 
the plans, as well as management 
of each of the activities and 
programs during the weekend.  
We have an outstanding slate of 
officers, and working with them 
has been a pure pleasure.  
We also appreciate the 
participation of the SLA students 

in each of the programs, from 
registration, to the Spaghetti 
Supper, to manual help with tables 
and chairs, assisting as Hosts and 
Hostesses of programs, greeting 
our guests as they arrived at each 
program.   
     Many of the students are 
members of the National Honor 
Society, and they get a special nod 
of appreciation for their 
accomplishments in that area.  
     We are already at work on the 
program for next year, starting 
with the Class Representatives, so 
if you are in the roster for honor 
classes for next year, get ready for 
a call from Linnea Johnson 
Mesaric ′66, who doesn't miss a 
beat before she is working on the 
project for next year.  
     The bottom line is that it takes 
a village, or more like an army to 
prepare and execute the many 
activities of the weekend, 
including the SLA students, il 
Vocé, SLA Choir, AUC cafeteria, 
caterers, photographer, A/V teams, 
and many, many more, and we 
appreciate and give thanks to each 
contributor.

Classmates Judy Neumann Gray, 
Craigan Gray, Bradley Nelson '61

Alumni Weekend: The View From Here

Dinner in the Library

Class of 1965

Class of 1955 Class of 1950 Class of 1960
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Dawn Jacobsen Venn ’85

     What a wonderful time I had 
visiting New England!  Lancaster 
is where my roots are, and will 
always be close to my heart.  I 
was blessed to be able to visit with 
12 of the 18 classmates from the 
class of ′85.

     My husband, Doug, is a pastor, 
and I am a teacher.  We met as 
missionaries while in college and 
were married in 1992.  We have 
two children (Joshua who is almost 
13, and Hannah who is 11).  We 
had been living in Pullman WA 
doing campus ministry for 
Washington State University for 
nine years when the Lord called us 

to Bangkok, Thailand.  My 
husband is the director for "Hope 
for Bangkok", a GC initiative that 
begun at the 2005 GC session 
called "Hope for Big Cities".  
     In the past four years we have 
adjusted to a new culture, learned 
the Thai language, customs, and 
Buddhist beliefs.  We have seen 
the Lord do mighty things here.  
When we first moved here there 
were seven established churches.  
In the last four years, there have 
been 22 church plants started here 
in this city of 12 million people.  
These are small centers, where we 
offer programs to the various 
communities.  Some centers offer 
English classes, others offer health 
classes, music, art, childrens' 
programs, or other community 
and family programs.  We first 
get to know the neighbors and see 
what the needs are in that 
community and then try to serve 
them and show them God's love in 
practical ways.  
     Each year we have had between 
30-50 baptisms, but just in the last 
two months we have had 35 
baptisms and more are preparing 

and accepting the Lord as their 
Savior.  Jesus is coming soon!
     We are making final 
preparations right now for a 
health expo that we will host at 
one of the largest malls in 
Thailand.  The MBK mall has 
some 80,000 visitors each day and 
on the weekends about 
130-150,000.  The Lord has 
opened the doors for this event 
and we are very excited.  
     Our local Adventist Hospital 
will be conducting free health 
screening, including the health age 
appraisal.  We will be presenting 
the NEWSTART program, give 
away literature and having cooking 
class demonstrations.  This has 
been a dream of ours for the last 
four years and the time is now!  
Please join us in prayer as we show 
God's love to the Thai people in 
the practical way of caring for 
their bodies, mind, and soul.  
     Our kids have a blog of life 
through the eyes of missionary-
kids.    The sight is:  
missionary-kids.blogspot.com 
     God Bless! I look forward to 
hearing from you.

A Letter from Dawn Jacobson Venn '85

Wanted: Class of 1961

     
     Our 50th reunion is quickly 
approaching. Where have you 
been? We’ve missed you!
     Come back to S.L.A. and 
renew old friendships. Yes, we 
are old, but age is just a number.  
Come and recapture your youth 
and reminisce about days gone-
by. 
     Reach us by railway, reach us 
by Trail Ways, caravan, sailboat, 

airplane, just reach us if you 
can!! 
     The friends and 
acquaintances we made during 
our years at SLA still remain 
high on our list of treasures.  
With more time for reflection 
these days, we find the old times 
and friendships come to mind 
more often and they are among 
our favorite memories. 
     We have lost eleven from our 
class. Some have never been 
back to a reunion and we miss 
you! All the members of our 

class are an integral part of the 
memories we made, the fun we 
shared, that helped us grow into 
the people we are today.  Let’s 
not let another reunion go by 
without getting together for at 
least one more time.
     You may reach your class 
representative by phone or 
email: Donna Burke, 
615-325-5500, or 
edmondson.donna1@gmail.com 
Sandra Perry, 508-823-0888, or 
slperry43@verizon.net

Sandra Perry Machado & 
Donna Burke Edmundson ’61

Members of the Class of '85
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Ron Huff, SLA Principal

     The Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) 
is a nationally given standardized 
series of tests given to our 
elementary and selected secondary 
classes annually.  The results 
show that our classes, for the 
second year in a row, scored 
significantly above the national 
average across all categories; and 
we are showing significant growth 
in math categories.  This is 
achieved through diligent teaching 
on the part of our staff and hard 
work on the part of our students.  
     We are planning for the future 
of South Lancaster Academy, 
which includes Browning 
Elementary, but it proceeds slowly.  
There are a few facts that are 
emerging demonstrating that we 
are not the school of even ten 
years ago.
1) The mission of our school is to 
educate students for a life with 
Christ.  Students that desire a 
Christian education must receive 
one.  All other issues are 
secondary to this.  As we look 
forward to the needs of our 
students, the message of the 
church is the same; the method of 
delivering it is different.  The 
conundrum of how to reach all 
students and provide them with a 

positive experience continues to 
be a challenge.
2) We have a very strong program 
across the whole school 
academically as the current year’s 
results of standardized testing 
demonstrate.  Current 
standardized test scores indicate 
above average classrooms across 
the board which shows that we are 
on the right path for education. 
Curriculum expansion must take 
place to maintain our lead and 
meet a broader range of needs.  
With the rapidly changing 
technology environment and new 
and different needs for higher 
education, this will be a great 
challenge over the next few years.
3) Our buildings are approaching 
50 years old.  Designed with 
1960’s technology, they are 
approaching the end of their 
practical utility.  Several of our 
internal systems, due to age and 
normal wear, will need 
replacement shortly.  While 
some upgrades can easily be done, 
there are structural changes that 
are necessary to allow for decades 
more of building use.   Schools 
are more than a collection of 
square rooms.  Modern school 
buildings are designed with 
creative use of lighting, heating, 
plants, moveable walls for 

flexibility, and are energy efficient.  
All the factors must be studied to 
maximize the functionality of the 
building.
4) Money is a major factor with 
school operation and expansion. 
Currently approximately 75% of 
the school’s operating budget is 
directly related to tuition through 
family contribution or other forms 
of scholarships.  This means that 
it is very important to seek ways 
of meeting tuition needs of all 
families.  We appreciate all that 
our churches contribute, however 
there needs to be a new plan for 
the future, one that will stabilize 
the school financially.   This 
goes well beyond raising monies 
for pet projects.  Consistent and 
steady funding for education at 
South Lancaster Academy is 
necessary to secure the future.  
Whether through endowments or 
outside business enterprises, the 
financial future of the school 
needs to be secured to ease 
changes in economic cycles and 
insure that all families that want a 
Christian education that is 
distinctly Adventist can have one.  
     As we look to the future, please 
consider the needs of South 
Lancaster Academy and where 
your heart is.  The future of your 
school depends on it.

No Fluff: A Message From SLA Principal Ron Huff

Annual Dinner at Thayer Recap

As the evening slipped away 
some of the group enjoyed tours 
of the building, appreciating the 
history of the magnificent 
structure, while locating their 
old rooms and those of their 
friends from academy days.                 
There were pictures taken, 

stories told, and life experiences 
updated to friends long ago.  
     All too soon it was time say 
farewells and part for the 
evening, and for another year 
with promises to come back 
and renew friendships again.  
     Many times through the 
evening it was stated that "the 

best friends are old friends." It 
is so true that friendships made 
in those life-changing academy 
years will last for the rest of our 
lives.  
We knew with certainty that we 
were glad we came, and we had 
made new memories to enjoy 
throughout the next year. 

Continued from Page 2
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SLA Alumni Association

P.O. Box 864

South Lancaster, MA 01561

Snapshots of Our 
Weekend

     When it was over we were 
reluctant to end the visit.  
“Every parting gives a 
foretaste of death, every 
reunion a hint of the 
resurrection.” (Arthur 
Schopenhauer) 
     We are intensely grateful 
for the hours and weeks and 
months of planning that the 
alumni officers put in every 
year for reunion weekend.  
As we attended event after 
event, it became clear that 
our pleasure was a result of 
their hard work, even during 
the weekend as they cooked, 
set up, cleaned up, gave 
directions, etc. etc.  There 

is no way to adequately 
thank them for their loyalty 
to the school and to the 
importance of friendship. 
     One more quote sums up 
the reunion weekend for us:  
“You meet people who forget 
you.  You forget people you 
meet.  But sometimes you 
meet those people you can’t 
forget.  And those are your 
friends.”  Even though 
many miles and many years 
have separated us from our 
years at SLA, the 
experiences and friendships 
shaped us then and still 
impact us today.
     “Many joys come and go, 
but friendship is forever.”  
Thanks for being our 
friends.  And thank you 
SLA for the memories.

Continued from Page 4

SLA Alumni Flordia 
Chapter Meeting

Plans are well underway for our 2nd SLA 
Alumni Florida Meeting.  Remember our 
chapels during our academy days?  We are 
adding a guest speaker from our SLA 
alumni or SLA faculty alumni to our 
itinerary.  Make plans now and reserve 
Sunday, February 6, 2011.  Contact June 
Reams at reams4@aol.com or 508-479-7275.
Wishing you a happy and healthy 2011!

June Whitney Reams ’61
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