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SLA Alumni Weekend 2021 
by Jan Kendrick ’66  
Once again, we are juggling to get an 
alumni program put together in time 
to let our alumni know what to expect. 
This year, thinking we were past the 
worst of the issues with the pandemic, 
we addressed the tasks before us only 
to find that many of our usual options 
no longer exist. Our caterer has gone 
out of business, so we are working to 
find another caterer who will provide 
the dishes that we prefer. Needless to 
say, most of our requests are for 
dishes with which they are not 
acquainted, such as our favorite 
Cottage Cheese loaf, or the Veggie 
Chicken roll. They seemed willing to 
tackle these, and the rest of the menu 
is more familiar, such as the Bolton 
Orchards hot spiced cider, or the 
veggie rolls and wraps..  
Next comes the venue. Thayer? Yes, 
that would be nice, but who owns it? 
First, we heard one thing then another, 
and in the meantime, nothing seemed  
to be happening.  
Is it time to organize a “Save Thayer 
protest march”? Is anything left of the 
many buildings in which we lived, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Recognition of Classes by Jim  
 Norcliffe’60 and Donna Edmondson ’61  
 
studied and learned? Evidently not. 
 
Cutting to the chase, we are closing 
the gap between the solid plans and 
the ever present “To Do List.” Our 
number one goal is to be here for you 
and provide exactly what you want to 
see, hear and do on your special 
Honor Class year! Now, it’s your turn. 
We need to hear from you so we know 
what you want. Contact us through 
Facebook, Facebook messenger or the 
slaalumni.contact.com email. 
 
2021 Keynote Speaker Chosen 
by Jan Kendrick with memories from 
Robert Soderblom ’55 
 
We are delighted and honored to 
announce that Robert Soderblom ’55 
has agreed to be the keynote speaker 
for the 2021 Alumni Weekend.   
Bob had been planning to attend the 
2021 Alumni Weekend, little 
expecting to be asked to give the 
keynote sermon. He was simply 
expecting to be here for the special 
weekend honoring the 65th class of 
SLA, which is being held one year 
later because of Covid.  
He noted that 65 years and still 
counting and enjoying planet earth is 
honorable.”  

          
Robert Soderblom ’55 at the 

2015 Alumni Weekend 
 
As the last of 7 children, he had little 
hope of finding a way to pay for an 
education until a Christian doctor paid 
his tuition all through his years of 
education and never wanted to be 
repaid!  
His commitment to spreading the 
Word and helping others lead a more 
fulfilling life has brought him around 
the world. He started and ran a 
dialysis unit in Trinidad. He also went 
to Kabul Afghanistan 9 times after 
9/11 to teach Afghan doctors. He 
travelled to mission hospitals in 
Rwanda and in Belize. Once there, he 
helped start a dialysis clinic. He 
attributes these and his many other 
contributions and accomplishments to 
becoming a Christian in 7th grade and 
transferring from public school to 
church school, SLA, AUC and Loma 
Linda University while none of his 
other brothers and sisters ever went 
beyond high school. He knows that he 
has a lot for which to be thankful, 
including the education he received in 
our schools! He recently retired from 
practicing and teaching nephrology at 
Loma Linda University since 1971. 
He adds, “We all have our stories    
I’m sure many of my class of ’55 do 
also.”  
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Class of ’61  
Donna Edmondson ’61, Vice-President of the SLA Alumni Assn 
 
I hope you are all preparing for our 60th class reunion. It doesn’t 
seem possible that it has been 60 years since we walked across 
that stage in Machlan Auditorium to receive our diplomas. 
Everything has changed so much in these 60 years, not the least 
as to the changes in SLA and the SLA Alumni Association.  
 
I am praying that as many of you as possible will make your 
way to So. Lancaster for October 8-10, 2021 Alumni 
Weekend. I need a firm commitment from everyone who will 
attend. We no longer have the use of any of AUC 
buildings. Thayer Hall has been sold in a separate sale. We have 
found an alternative site in Lancaster; however, we are going to 
need an accurate headcount. We will let you know the cost of 
lunch and supper and we will need accurate head counts for 
both meals. Our previous caterer was forced to go out of 
business because of covid, but we believe we have found a very 
good replacement. 
 
I am so looking forward to seeing all of you in October. 
Remember, make your reservations early and let me know you 
will be there. You will need to order your meal tickets in 
advance and we will let you know how to do that.   
You may reach me by email: Edmondson.donna1@gmail.com 
Cellphone: 615-714-7871 
More info will follow via email or our FB class site. Check the 
site frequently for updates.  
“Class of ‘61” Check the SLA Facebook site frequently. 
See you there. 

 

Note from the SLA Alumni Association Treasurer’s Desk 
by Jim Norcliffe ’60, Alumni Association Treasurer 
 
It has come to our attention that there may be a 
misunderstanding on the part of some alumni regarding the use 
of funds they donate to SLA either directly or indirectly through 
The SLA Alumni Association.  Many of us remember SLA as 
a grades 9-12 school exclusively. That has not been the case for 
a number of years. SLA is now a K-12 school and funds 
donated to the school without specific instructions on how they 
may be used can be used for any needs the school has in it’s K-
12 program. If you as alumni from way back (like I am) wish 
your donations to benefit a specific program, grade, or any other 
designation you must specify how you want your donation 
used. SLA and your Alumni Association are legally required to 
spend your money as you wish it spent, but only if you make 
your wishes known at the time of your donation. If you want 
your donation to be used only for the benefit of 9-12 students 
you may, but must designate it so. If you wish to benefit the 
school in whatever area of need it has, you can designate that 
as well. There is no shortage of needs when it comes to church 
schools. 
I hope this clarifies for you my responsibilities in terms of what 
I do with any money you send to the SLA Alumni Association. 
I will follow your dictates as you specify them. Just remember 
your alma matter in whatever way you can. 
 
Sunday Brunch at the Old Mill (See you there!) 
by Nancy Johnson Wood ’65  
 
The smell of Pecan Rolls and Corn Fritters greet us whenever 
we have the pleasure of walking into the Old Mill.    
The Colonial Room upstairs has been reserved for Sunday 
October 10 at 9:30am for their delicious Breakfast Buffet.  (For 
those not able to climb the stairs, you can drive up around to the 
back.) 

 
Breakfast Buffet is $28.00 (tax and tip included). The room 
holds 60 people so it is essential to let us know if you are 

coming.  
Please text (703) 509-0926 or email woodcloz@aol.com  
Nancy Johnson Wood by September 25. That is the day the total 
number of attendees will be given to the Old Mill. 

 
Please pay the day of breakfast with either cash or check made 
out to her. 

 
You will be in for a feast!!!!  YUM!!! 
 
 

President’s Table 
It was suggested at a recent SLA/SLA Alumni Board 
meeting that we have a “President’s Table” at the Friday 
Spaghetti Supper. We are looking for all Class Presidents 
and Student Association Presidents from each of the Honor 
Classes to join us at the President’s Table.  See you there! 
 
 

The traditional Spaghetti Supper on Friday 
late afternoon will be held again this year. Be 
sure to be there to see the early arrivals for 
Alumni Weekend and to support the SLA 
Senior Class fundraising project for their 
Class Trip. Last year the Senior trip was to Six 
Flags amusement park. 

SLA ALUMNI BUSINESS MEETING 
and ELECTIONS 

Immediately following the Saturday night supper and 
program. Officers scheduled for election or re-
election will be President and Secretary. Nominations 
should be forwarded to the SLA Alumni Committee 
in advance of the meeting, and will also be taken from 
the floor.  



 

Fault Lines 
by Carol June Hutchins Hooker ’70  
 
If I were to craft a sermon for South Lancaster Academy this 
October, it would be titled “Living on the Fault Lines.” Both 
South Lancaster, Massachusetts and Takoma Park, Maryland, 
the places I know best are situated directly on geologic fault 
lines. One extends from the mouth of the Merrimack River, near 
Newburyport, to the Nashua River at its dam in Clinton. The 
other follows the original path of Interstate 95 through 
Washington, DC, up through Takoma Park, and continues past 
Baltimore to the mouth of the Susquehanna River as it enters 
Chesapeake Bay. Tremors can be felt along these geologic fault 
lines. 
 
These fault lines extend also to activities of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. I submit that its work and institutions in both 
places are punctuated by repeated poor choices, which have 
resulted in marked institutional failure. It is almost funny to 
recall the choice, for example, to move the General Conference 
out of Takoma Park. The new location? Along the very same 
fault line! Throughout the history of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, in what was originally the Atlantic Union Conference 
(now the Atlantic and Columbia Unions), schools, hospitals and 
churches have been allowed – even encouraged – to fail and 
shutter. Those shutterings shudder along the fault lines: 
Washington Adventist University is even now shuddering in its 
attempts to stay open and solvent. There is much fault to be 
assigned, owned, and remediated. 
 
What happens next? Do we cede Adventist institutions and 
move to a post-institution model of our church? Do we take the 
funds we lavished on our most effective method of evangelism, 
Adventist Education, and keep them in our local congregations 
for children’s and young adult ministry and outreach to our 
communities? Do we take the COVID-19 hint and invest in 
electronic and virtual messaging that skips expensive brick-
and-mortar schools in favor of ZOOM Bible classes to 
supplement public school education? Do we follow the 
business model of the Shakers and allow Seventh-day 
Adventism to become another defunct New England relic in 
this age of the religious Nones? 
 
Who is God asking us to be, as His children, as caretakers of 
His earth, as His agents to care for His people? Are the tremors 
of our current set of institutional disasters shaking us out of set-
in-stone ways and toward new ways of thinking, acting, and 
spending money? Or even toward realizing the soon-ness of His 
return? 
 
The prophet Haggai wrote: “For the Lord Almighty says ‘In just 
a little while I will begin to shake the heavens and earth – and 
the oceans, too, and the dry land. I will shake all nations, and 
the Desire of All Nations shall come’ . . .” Haggai 2;6,7 The 
Living Bible. 
 
 
 

To the Class of ’71  
by Elinor Moody Fickett 
 
HEAR YE, HEAR YE –– come one and all –– SLA Reunion 
Weekend is coming up soon! ATTENTION-ALERT –– get the 
word out and make contact to other classmates! Honor classes 
are the years ending with 0, 5, 1, and 6. 
 
This is a reminder and invitation for you to COME experience 
New England autumn vibe and view the flare of foliage colors 
displayed! Please favor us with your presence at SLA Reunion 
Weekend October 8 to 10, 2021. 
 
This is my 50th Celebration Year-class of ’71. At the 45th, I 
was the only one that showed up. I did not see any other 
classmates there. So very sad! Let’s not have this happen again 
this year. Think about the joy of reuniting together! Put aside 
focus of fundraising or donations to SLA or Alumni 
Association. Yes, $ is always a concern, is much needed, and is 
truly welcomed. But that is a personal matter of free will giving. 
 
Think about and plan on attending-for reconnections, renewal 
of old friendships, and making of new acquaintances. We’ve all 
seen or been through the good, bad, and ugly. Let us bond 
together like never before and fellowship. Don’t be shy or stay 
away. We need one another. The Class Song of ’71 was You'll 
Never Walk Alone. 
 
Only 3+ months away. Please, consider coming and let us make 
it a GRAND TIME-a HOME COMING! See y’all there! 
 
 

              
Elinor Moody Fickett ’71 in 2016. 

Let’s see more Class from ’71 
join her here this year! 

 
  



An Author in the Group (Who knew?!)

Did you know that we have an author in our alumni? This one 
is exceptional because of his prolific publications and his 
position in the Alumni Lists as being from a “younger Class.” 
Anthony Spence ’80 Author, has written the following books, 
and several of us on the Alumni Board can testify not only to 
their caliber, but also to the devotion to the Biblical source for 
their message, as well as the prolific rate that they have been 
published. 

Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ
Going the Distance: The Book of Acts
Unrequited Love
Deliverance
The Future Unfolds
The Man from Beyond Tomorrow
Kings and Prophets
Reality Bible
Desert Drama
Apocalypse: The Book of Revelation
The Second Coming of Jesus Christ
The Collected Stories of Anthony C. Spence

Author interview: -7557373653311558754 (3/25/21)
These books are all available at www.Amazon.com

Typing 101 Revisited
from Dale Bidwell ’63
While attending South Lancaster Academy I took typing. 
Having taken piano for a “few” years, typing was fun. Mrs. 
Walker was the teacher. The Walker’s daughter, Mary Walker
’60, married Jim Norcliffe ’60.

In the class was a girl that had also taken piano, and our 
expertise surpassed the other class members. Mrs. Walker put 
the two of us over to one side of the room, and we were given 
exercises separate from the others – our exercises supposedly 
were more difficult. 

Of course, the typewriters were all manual, and I soon learned 
that if I “threw” the carriage early and with vigor, it would get 
this girl all nervous and her typing got messed up; just what I 
wanted, so I could win the speed test. 

Check out this video brings back some of those memories. If it
doesn’t for you, just ignore it and have a good day. 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/#inbox/WhctKJWQfkNVHwHHz
MwFbSTxcKvffgCKvMMhGHVggHNhXCGltvrptrPvqFBtClCVQg
wTxLV?projector=1 

Drew Westermeyer Zurcher ’61, Lani Pecci Ganter ’63, and Bonnie Kennedy’62

It’s a New World
by Genie Brannan ’65 

Fifty-six years ago, such terms as “internet,” “malware,” 
gigabyte,” and “bandwidth” were not in our vocabulary. At 
least we had a familiarity with the slide rule; much progress 
over and above an abacus. Other terms, however, are 
unchanged and still very applicable, such as “classmates,” 
“friendships,” and “memories.”

COVID and social distancing were equally unknown to us in 
1965. The only pandemic we were aware of was that of the 
Spanish flu in 1918. No one could have imagined that our 55th

reunion would be postponed for one year due to mandatory 
isolation precautions.

As the years fly by, change is inevitable and not always easily 
labeled as good or bad. Has the SLA campus changed in over 
five decades? Absolutely. But we are an older and wiser version 
of our young, energetic selves.  Our class was outstanding in 
both numbers and personality. Please come back and reclaim 
your noteworthy spot at this year’s reunion.

Class of ’65 in 2015

Class of ’55   in 2015

Some opportunities only come once. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to see your friends and classmates.
Make your plans now to see your academy 

friends and create new memories!



 

Dear SLA Alumni, 
by Gil Young ’50  
 
This is a story of how SLA changed my life. I had attended 
Rutland High School my freshman and sophomore years, and 
was planning to finish high school there. However, the Lord 
had other plans for me. In late August, on a quiet Sunday 
morning around 10 a.m. a car pulled into our driveway, and it 
was Dalton Athey, his sister, Esther Lee, and their mom. They 
were on their way to SLA to enroll Esther Lee for her junior 
year.  
 
At the conclusion of recent meetings, I, along with other family 
members chose to be baptized. We were a large family with 9 
children living on a farm just scraping by financially. The very 
idea of my attending the academy was never discussed as I was 
16, and the eldest boy was always needed on the farm. But here 
they were, prompted no doubt by the Holy Spirit, sitting in my 
driveway, and asking if I’d like to go with them. I listened in 
amazement as I realized my father was not objecting. Within 10 
minutes I had located, and packed, an old cardboard suitcase 
with my meager belongings. Another minor miracle occurred 
when my dad handed me a $20 bill for my admission fee. This 
was an enormous sacrifice on his part. 
 
We arrived at the campus where Esther Lee was dropped off at 
the girl’s dorm and I was taken to what I believe was named 
Bindery dorm with Johnny Hayword as dean. He took me under 
his wing the next day to help process my enrollment along with 
10 other young men. I still remember Bill Hall, Duane Cady, 
and Vernon Small. After classes were decided I was given a job 
on the farm with Horace Classing to help defray my expenses.   
 
The association with other Christian young men and women, 
along with the dedicated Christian faculty, had a great spiritual 
impact on this old country boy. A village student named Ken 
Hutchins often invited me to his home for the evening where 
we enjoyed home cooked meals before studying together. The 
fellowship within this small community continued to mold my 
life. Prior to attending SLA, I had not entertained the idea of 
furthering my studies beyond academy. Listening to my friends 
making college plans during our senior year definitely 
influenced me to consider AUC. 
 
Your bill needs to be paid in full when you leave the academy. 
Unfortunately, I still owed money, so the farm manager Horace 
Classing suggested I bring a cow from our farm. Dad agreed. 
Using the academy truck and trailer I went home to get the cow. 
On the way back the trailer broke down, so I asked a farmer if 
he would keep the cow until I returned. I couldn’t fix it, so I 
loaded the cow into the truck bed and returned to the school.  
  
I enrolled at AUC, but after my first year I was drafted into the 
Army. However, I did meet a young lady named Joan Elizabeth 
Bolton, fell in love, and later married.  My first teaching 
position was in Rochester, NY followed by other schools during 
the next 30 years.   
 

           
Gil Young ’50 packed and ready to go to SLA 

 
The Lord had a plan for Gil Young’s life and He has a plan for 
each and every one of you. Listen to that still small voice! 
 

 
Class of ’60 in 2016 

 

 
Class of ’56 in 2016 



 

Where to Stay – RESERVE EARLY! 
 
Best Western Royal Plaza Marlboro   
181 Boston Post Road   
Marlborough, MA 01752   
508-460-0700   
$88    
www.rplazahotels.com 

Charlotte’s House B & B    
96 South Bolton Road   
Bolton, MA 01740   
$110-120  
978-779-5005  
 
College Town Inn    
12 Old Common Road   
Lancaster, MA 01523  
978-368-7000   
$85 (renovations may not be completed) 
 
Chocksett Inn   
59 Laurelwood Road   
Sterling, MA 01564   
From $140  
NO VACANCY   
978-422-3355   
www.chocksettinn.com   
 
Colonial Hotel  
625 Betty Spring Road  
Gardner, MA 01440  
$246.95    
978-630-2500  
www.colonial-hotel.com   
 
Double Tree by Hilton Leominster   
99 Erdman Way   
Leominster, MA 01453  
$179-200  
978-534-9000 
 
Hilton Garden Inn 
59 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA  01434  
$185 and up  
978-772-0600 
www.Hiltoninn.hilton.com/Devens 
 
Holiday Inn Boxborough Woods   
242 Adams Place, I-495, Exit 28   
Boxborough, MA 01719 
$199 - 978-263-8701   
 
Springhill Suites Devens 
27 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA  01434 
$139    978-772-3030 

 
 

 
Class of ’76 in 2016 

 
SLA Debt Free! 
by Jan Kendrick ’66  
The SLA School administration and the SLA Alumni 
Association were delighted to hear that due to an unexpected 
windfall, SLA is finally debt free. Yes, that means up to date 
with all the projects, upgrades, repairs, and bills paid in full. 
This is great news, and we celebrate this windfall with SLA. 
The windfall included nearly $200k over the amount needed to 
pay off existing outstanding loans.  
Of course, this windfall does not impact the SLA Alumni 
Association in any way, as we were informed at the June 20th 
school committee meeting, but in the end it may. We would like 
to suggest that the alumni focus on the Alumni Association to 
help with our preparations in planning Alumni Weekend. Such 
items as our caterers, our venue, flowers for the church, 
decorations for the tables at lunch and supper, and the 
newsletter require prompt payment, if not up-front payment. 
We are asking you to remember us as we make plans to 
welcome each of you at our programs and events of Alumni 
Weekend 2021. 
 Your donations to the SLA Alumni Association are tax 
deductible. They will go far and be very much appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 

Make your 
reservations today!  

Also watch the SLA Alumni Website 
for information about meal 

reservations! 
 



 

 
Class of ’61 at their 50th Reunion 

 

 
Here’s why you want to come back for your honor class 
reunions! Someone will be glad to see you. Guaranteed.  
 
Business meeting election of officers for President and 
Secretary. Volunteers or suggestions for these two positions 
would be appreciated as soon as possible. Nominations will be 
taken from the floor. Agenda will be posted on the SLA Alumni 
website and on Facebook. 
 

    
Class of ’80 in 2015 

 
Do You Want to make a lot of money? 
     If so, then you should definitely NOT volunteer your time 
for even the worthiest of causes. However, if you have absorbed 
the message that was taught at your years at SLA in so many 
ways, you might be willing to consider any number of options 
in support of the SLA Alumni Association. You might want to 
just “get your feet wet” as your Class Representative (note the 
large number classes with NO Class Representative this year.) 
Even at this late date, your class turnout would be increased 
multiple-fold if you stepped up and made a few calls to some 
of your former classmates and friends. Say the word, and we’ll 
be there to help you do it. 
     Alternatively, you might like to work on your own and do 
technical work. We NEED “techies” to do computer work on 
the newsletter, the website, and the several Facebook sites.  
Another option might be to give your voice an audience and 
come to the Alumni Board meetings. We cover everything from 
“soup to nuts,” food, programs, speakers, activities, plans, 
where to schedule events, new ideas, and the list goes on.  
     The beauty of this organization is that you can do a year’s 
worth of work no matter where you live. We are very much 
integrated into the new world, from online meetings, to nearly 
all arrangements for alumni weekends, to the composition and 
printing of the newsletters and announcements.  
     Also, if you think that Alumni Weekends are all about OLD 
PEOPLE, think again, and see what you can do to activate the 
younger classes. We’re ready when you are. Honestly, we 
would love to pass the torch to the next generation(s). However, 
this is not as simple as that and we need to work with the 
incoming committee members to make sure of a smooth 
transition and a solid commitment to carrying on the torch. 
     We NEED you to speak up; step up and help! You know 
how to reach us! 

Newsletter Production Costs 
From this point forward, if we have your email, this 
newsletter will be sent to your email. If not, you can find 
the newsletter on our website at slaalumni.com  
If you want a hardcopy of the newsletter, we are asking for 
a minimum of $25 for the year. As always, your donations 
are greatly appreciated! 



 

SLA Alumni Association 
P.O. Box 864 
South Lancaster, MA 01561 
 
Electronic Address Requested 
 
Visit us on Facebook at: SLA Alumni Official Facebook Website  
SLA Alumni website at www.slaalumni.org  
Or email us at slaalumni.contact@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekend at a Glance 
October 8-10 
 
Friday, October 8 
    3:0-6:00 p.m. – Registration 
    7:30 p.m. – Vespers 
 
Sabbath, October 9 
    9:30 – Sabbath School and Lesson 
11:00 – Church Service – Speaker,  
Dr.     Robert Soderblom 
    1:00 – Sabbath Lunch 
    2:00 – Class Pictures 
    3:00 – Honor Class Meetings 
    5:30 – Vespers at the Village Church 
    7:00 – Basketball and Volleyball, SLA 
vs Alumni      
6:30 – Saturday evening supper and 
program followed immediately by 
Business Meeting and elections 
    8:30 – SLA Alumni Business Meeting 
               
 

Class of ’60 in 2015 

Montpelier, VT
61


