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SLA Alumni Weekend 2018 
by Jan Kendrick ’66  

The Lord moves in mysterious ways, 
His wonders to perform. Or so it 
seemed to be the case this past week 
as we prepared the programs for 
Alumni Weekend. Just when we 
thought we had much of the weekend  
wrapped up, everything was suddenly 
falling apart. Our illustrious speaker 
that had accepted our invitation as 
the Keynote Speaker unexpectedly 
received a call to pastor a new 
church, and Alumni Weekend would 
be the second week in his new 
church. He explained his situation, 
but said he would still come. Clearly, 
it really didn’t fit into his plans any 
longer, and we had to be respectful of 
the process of being in a new 
position. Donna Edmondson ’61 
knew that it was only fair to let him 
tend to his new church, and he was 
most relieved.  
The Alumni Committee decided to 
contact Ron Nickerson ’66, former 
Browning and SLA classmate, to 
deliver the Keynote Sermon on 
Alumni Weekend. When he agreed 
we were overjoyed!  
It would be hard to overstate the 
extensive careers that Ron Nickerson  

Ron Nickerson ’66 at 2016 reunion 

has had in the years since he left 
SLA, and, to be frank, it’s 
overwhelming to try to sum it up in 
one article. Ron left SLA and joined 
the Coast Guard, where he served for 
seven and a half years in multiple 
positions, at that time he was the 
youngest chief petty officer in Coast 
Guard. 
He received a degree in Religion 
from AUC, studied Electrical Engin-
eering at Andrews University, and 
received a Masters in Business 
Management from Fitchburg State 
College. In his second career Ron 
worked in the high-tech world of 
developing new applications for 
materials at the atomic level using 
plasma physics. He described the 
work he was doing as working at the 
atomic level with materials in the 
plasma state, which is the fourth and 
most active state of matter, the first 
three being solid, liquid, gas, and 
then plasma.  
Plasma physics is responsible for 
improvements in medical implants, 
dropping the rejection rate from 
around 40% to less than 2%. This 

technology is also responsible for the 
ability to make plastic bumpers on 
cars by changing the plastic to make 
the coating become part of the plastic 
of the bumper. One of the most 
amazing applications is the ability to 
sterilize surgical equipment utilizing 
oxygen without the hydrogen 
molecule, making it operate with 
simple air without having to use 
water. This application was utilized 
by the military in Desert Storm, 
allowing doctors to move quickly 
from one patient to the next without 
delays while equipment is sterilized 
by the standard autoclave method. 
His work kept him traveling 
constantly, and as a result, he has 
logged in a total of 4.5 million air 
miles.  
Having had a good taste of the 
worlds of technology, business and 
science, Ron decided to follow the 
calling that he had first pursued when 
he left the Coast Guard. He asked the 
Northern New England Conference if 
he could pastor a church, and typical 
of Ron, his cup runneth over. He now 
has four churches that he leads on a 
rotating basis, delivering the sermon 
to two churches each week. Visits to 
the parishioners each week, and the 
schedule of programs takes up most 
of his weekday time, but he loves 
working with the people in his 
district. 
Ron has been a part of the South 
Lancaster community since he was in 
second grade. He married the former 
Loralee Cress, and together they have 
three children. They are dearly 
regarded by their parishioners and 
friends from their school days, and 
together they show us by their lives 
and actions what a loving, Christ-like 
life looks like.  
Ron has many more experiences to 
relate. We hope you are here. You 
will not be disappointed. 
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Ode to the Class of 1968
by Aletha Mitrakas Krassin ’68 

There once was a school from the east,
Where learning and lore never ceased.
From all over they came,
SLA was their name,
And knowledge was greatly increased!

’68 was the year it surpassed
All subjects and talents amassed
Friendships ensued,
You can conclude,
Forming bonds that a lifetime would last.

The bond developed was like no other,
They were to each as if a brother.
Thirty-two in all,
Wise, gorgeous and tall,
Relationships were like no “nother” (sorry Mrs. Kissinger!)

Class of ’68 at the Old Mill in 2013

’63 classmates Ed Bolan and his wife Barbara and
Sharon Burke Lee having a chat with Ernestine (Teenie) 
Tenney Finley

68 was the year they all got “promoted,”
And to their careers they soon were devoted.
But as the years passed by
And their bodies less spry,
Now the thought of old mates got noted.

So what does this mean dear class of ’6-8?
It’s time we meet on a specific date!
It’s been FIFTY years,
To be with our peers,
And return to the school we appreciate!

When:  October 5-7
Where:  South Lancaster, Massachusetts
Time:  ALL weekend!

Theresa Johnson, Aletha Mitrakas Krassin, Richard Arnott,
Martha Lesher Keough, Anetta Larson Daltry at the Sudbury 
Old Grist Mill in 2013

Don’t forget to support

our alumni weekend

Go to the SLA Alumni 

website at slaalumni.org

We thank you for your 
generous donations! 
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Consider SLA in your estate planning 
by Shauna Neidigh, Alumni Development Director 
 
Our alumni support South Lancaster Academy in many ways 
– attending events at SLA, donating their time and talents, 
donating to Worthy Students, mission trips and Building for 
Eternity, and most importantly through prayers – and we are 
very grateful. Another way you may want to support your 
alma mater could be in your estate planning. 
Some of the options to consider in estate planning are a 
bequest, a charitable remainder trust and a charitable gift 
annuity. A bequest is written into your will or trust and 
specifies a gift to be made to the recipient of your choice. 
Both the charitable remainder trust and charitable gift annuity 
provides income to you while making a gift to a nonprofit 
organization and providing tax benefits. A charitable 
remainder trust permits you to make a gift of your appreciated 
property and receive payments during your lifetime. A 
charitable gift annuity transfers an asset to a nonprofit 
organization who in turn agrees to make payment to the donor 
for life.  
Tom Murray, Director of Planned Giving and Trust Services 
at Southern New England Conference, will be available 
during Alumni Weekend to meet with anyone who would like 
to learn more about planned giving or to set up a trust or will. 
Please contact him to schedule an appointment for Sunday, 
Oct. 7, while you’re in town.  
If you have any questions regarding planned giving, or would 
like to schedule an appointment during Alumni Weekend or 
any other time, please contact Tom Murray, (978) 365-4551, 
ext. 615 or plannedgiving@sneconline.org. 
 
                  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Class of ’53 Band of Brothers: 
Eldon Ford, Glee Ford, Calvin Ford 
Pictured at 2013 Alumni Weekend 

Weekend at a Glance 
 
Friday, October 5 
  
 3:00-6:00 – Registration, SLA Building 

7:30 – Vespers with Youth Orchestra of New England  
and SLA il Vocé, SLA choir, and Browning Bell 
Choirs 

 
Sabbath, October 6 

 
9:30 – Sabbath School with Karl Hernandez ’83       

11:00 – Church Service – Ron Nickerson ’66, Keynote 
Speaker 

1:00 – Sabbath Lunch at Thayer 
    2:00 – Class Pictures at Thayer (Classes choose their     

location) 
3:00 – Honor Class meetings at SLA Building 
5:30 – Vespers at the Village Church with the             

Class of   ‘73 
7:00 – Saturday evening supper and program at Thayer, 

including our new Principal, David Branum 
7:30 – SLA Students vs. Alumni Coed Volleyball game, 

SLA gym 
8:00 – SLA Students vs. Alumni Men’s Basketball game, 

SLA gym 
 

Sunday, October 7 
 

9:00 – Honor Classes: Brunch at The Old Mill, 
Westminster (optional, with advance reservations 
ONLY, or alternate plans per class discretion)

 

SLA Class of 2018 on the front steps of Machlan Auditorium 

The Class of ’62 gathers an 
impressive group for an off-
honor class year in 2013 
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Where to Stay – RESERVE EARLY!

Best Western Royal Plaza Marlboro  
181 Boston Post Road  
Marlborough, MA 01752  
508-460-0700
$168
www.rplazahotels.com

Charlotte’s House B & B  
96 South Bolton Road  
Bolton, MA 01740  
$105  
978-779-5005

College Town Inn  
12 Old Common Road  
Lancaster, MA 01523  
978-368-7000
$85
Reserve EARLY!

Chocksett Inn  
59 Laurelwood Road 
Sterling, MA 01564  
978-422-3355
From $140
www.chocksettinn.com

Colonial Hotel  
625 Betty Spring Road 
Gardner, MA 01440  
$159-199 
978-630-2500
www.colonial-hotel.com

Double Tree by Hilton Leominster 
99 Erdman Way  
Leominster, MA 01453  
978-534-9000
$140-160
*Train pick-up
www.doubletree.hilton.com/leominster

Hilton Garden Inn 
59 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA  01434 
978-772-0600
$108-199
*Train pick-up
www.Hiltoninn.hilton.com/Devens

Holiday Inn Boxborough Woods 
242 Adams Place, I-495, Exit 28  
Boxborough, MA 01719  
$120-200  
978-263-8701
$169
www.Holidayinn.com/Boxborough

Holiday Inn Hudson  
121 Coolidge Street  
Hudson, MA 01749  
978-462-1001
$164
www.hiexpress.com.Hudson

Springhill Suites Devens 
27 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA  01434 
978-772-3030
$144 (with AAA) or $169
*Train pick-up
www.marriott.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEEP US POSTED! 

 If you have moved, or are moving soon, PLEASE
send us your new address

 If you change your email or email server, please
send us your new email address

We spend a LOT of time chasing down addresses 
and email updates for our alumni. Our contact list is 
nearly 3,000 people, so please do your part, and 
keep us posted with your changes of phone, email, 
and mailing addresses. Email your new address to 
slaalumni.contact@gmail.com  and we will make 

2018 Honor Class Representatives: 
1953 – 65-yr – George Price 
1958 – 60-yr – Anita Wakem Jacobs 
1963 – 55-yr – Lani Pecci Ganter 
1968 – 50-yr – Aletha Mitrakas Krassin/Martha 

Lesher Keough 
1973 – 45-yr – None 
1978 – 40-yr – Julie Kline Zork 
1983 – 35-yr – None 
1988 – 30-yr – None 
1993 – 25-yr – None 
1998 – 20 yr – Rossyl Lashley 
2003 – 15-yr – None 
2008 – 10-yr – None 
2013 –  5- yr – None 

We thank our Class Representatives for all their 
work in rounding up their classmates and helping 
with the plans for the 2018 Alumni Weekend!  

sure you get all your newsletters
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SLA Alumni Association
P.O. Box 864 
South Lancaster, MA 01561 
 
Address Service Requested 
 
 Visit us on Facebook at the  
SLA Alumni Official Facebook Website  

And on our website at www.slaalumni.org
Contact us at slaalumni.contact@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class of 1973 at Alumni Weekend in 2013 
 

The Class of 1973, 40-year Honor Class at the 2013 Alumni Weekend 
 

SLA Officers and contact 
information

President       Donna Edmondson 
Vice-President              Janice Kendrick 
Secretary                 Nancy Wood 
Treasurer              Aubie Kilbourn  
Assistant Treasurer   Phyllis Sabol 
Historian             Anthony Spence 
Webmaster              David Adamson 

SLA Alumni Contact Information 
Email: slaalumni@outlook.com
Facebook:  SLA Alumni Association 
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