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2018 SLA Alumni Weekend 
Headliner: Wait for it . . . 
by Donna Edmondson ’61   
 

How many of you remember Ron 
Halversen and Richard Halversen? 
Many of you will remember 
him attending AUC and sharing his 
stories of the street gangs of New 
York City.  
 

Ron and Richard Halversen went on 
to become pastors and evangelists 
well known throughout the Seventh-
day Adventist community. 
 

Well, the apple did not fall very far 
from the tree. Richie Halversen is the 
son of Richard Halversen, and Ron 
Halversen’s nephew. He is a wonder-
ful young man with a commanding 
presence, remarkable energy, and a 
message for the today’s world. 
 

After years of battling drug addiction 
and running from God's calling in his 
life, he experienced a powerful 
conversion experience. After years of 
recovery and helping others who 
were struggling with addiction, just 
as he did, Richie accepted God's 
calling into the Pastoral ministry. 
 
But if you think that his only topic is 
The Prodigal Son you would be very 
  
 
 

 

 
Richie Halversen delivering a 
sermon in his home church of 
Jackson, Mississippi 
 
mistaken. Richie is a devoted Bible 
scholar, and brings new insight to 
each of his wide-ranging, scripture-
based sermons. Richie is a Pastor, 
evangelist, and “church planter.” He 
is a dynamic teacher who loves the 
Lord with all his heart. His passion 
for Jesus and people are palpable. He 
de-scribes himself as “a sinner saved 
by God’s grace who is blessed with 
the privilege to do ministry full-
time in the Jackson Metro area.” 
 
He serves as a Pastor in the Jackson, 
Mississippi area, as well as the 
Church Planting Director for the Gulf 
State Conference. 
 
His wife and ministry partner, 
Brittney, to whom he has been 
married for 20 years. He and Brittney 
have four children. 
Don’t miss Pastor Richie’s dynamic 
message at Sabbath Church Service 
on October 6, 2018. 
 

SLA Building Project Update 
 The SLA Building Project, 
previously named “Building for 
Eternity” is being transitioned into a 
progressive project, starting with the 
most urgent aspects that were cover-
ed by the original umbrella project.  
 
Already a number of pressing issues 
have been addressed, including the 
removal of the underground fuel 
tanks, roof replacement, and car 
access to improve the flow and safety 
of pick-ups and drop-offs morning 
and afternoon. The next item on the 
prioritized list will be replacement of 
the existing windows.  
 
The windows are now at the top of 
the list for a number of reasons, 
including ineffective locking, eroded 
caulking, and,  most important, that 
they were installed in 1965 and 1967 
when the price of fuel was suf-
ficiently low and the insulation factor 
was not of concern. 
 
Those days are long gone and the 
windows have deteriorated in that 
time. Now, even with the temperature 
set low, “the heat leaves as fast as it 
can be put it in,” according to Jeff 
Lambert, Principal. 
 
The plans include purchasing new 
windows that will meet code for all 
of the areas listed above, and more. 
We are hoping to get sponsorship for 
the window project. Individuals may 
want to contribute $600 for a pane, or 
$3,000 for a window. We encourage 
classes to join together to contribute 
$15,000 for an entire room. If every 
member of the alumni donated 
$288.17, the project could be com-
pleted in both buildings. What can 
you do to make SLA ready to face 
the NE cold? 

In This Issue: 
‐ Alumni Weekend Keynote   
Speaker, Richie Halversen 

‐ Alumni Assoc. ongoing 
‐ New Subscription for mailing 
‐ Class of ‘58 
‐ Class of ‘63 
‐ Class of ‘68 
‐ Class of ‘78 



2 

 

State of the Alumni Association 
by Donna Burke Edmondson ’61  
 
It’s that time of the year when we should be making our plans 
for the upcoming Alumni weekend on October 5-7, 2018. It 
is the one weekend of the year we can look forward to seeing 
old friends and classmates whom we may not have seen in a 
very long time. 
 
The Alumni Committee is very focused on making this 
weekend a weekend to remember. These weekends can only 
happen with the full support of you, our dear Alumni. 
 
For a few years now, the committee has attempted to convey 
the amount of planning, effort and funds it takes to make 
Alumni Weekend happen. Currently, our Association is in a 
delicate state. Our needs are many and solutions appear to be 
few. 
 
Many years ago, I was told the Alumni Association was 
funded not only by donations, but by dues. Dues were set at 
$100 a year. Granted, not everyone was able to contribute that 
amount, every year, but enough of the Alumni did contribute 
that amount regularly to allow the Alumni Association to 
operate without financial stress. 
 
Throughout the last ten years, the operating capital of the 
Association has dwindled. This is not because our funds were 
spent frivolously. Our treasures have kept meticulous records 
of all spending and nothing was spent without committee 
approval.  
 
The explanation for our diminishing capital is multifold. 
These have been our largest class attendees. The classes after 
1965 have been smaller than the previous classes and 
therefore attendance has been fewer. Our expenditures have 
increased while our donations and other contributions have 
diminished over the past few years. 
 
Until this year, the Alumni Association has given out 
scholarships for eighth grade graduates of Browning 
Memorial Elementary and Junior students of South Lancaster 
Academy. We have also give a scholarship to music program 
at Thayer, under the direction of Earl Rainey. Unless our 
donations increase, this will not happen this year. That would 
be sad, because we, as a group, need to make a commitment 
to give back to our school. 
 
With your help, we have also assisted with the expense of 
our Alumni Weekend Sabbath speakers. We will need that 
assistance again this year. We hope you will be willing to 
help with this, and we thank you in advance.  
 
Our biggest expense is postage. The cost of postage has gone 
up for both our postcard and our newsletter mailings. We are 
no longer able to fund the postage for our newsletter 
mailing. After this newsletter, all newsletters will arrive by 
email, unless you are able to pay your postage subscription of 

$25 per year to cover the mailing costs. Postal service 
mailings are averaging $600-$700 per mailing. This is 
disturbing to me personally, because I like my newsletter in 
email and hardcopy, and you can be sure that I will send in 
my postage subscription so that I can still get the hardcopy in 
the mail. 
 
Above all else, we, the Alumni Association officers, need 
more members on the committee to assist with the planning 
process. We also need your continued help in setting up and 
taking down the tables, chairs and props for meals and 
programs during alumni weekend. We welcome, and urge the 
younger classes to get involved and even take over the 
planning of YOUR Alumni Weekend. 
 
This letter to you, dear Alumni, is not meant to be a gloom 
and doom letter, but an open and realistic status of your 
Alumni Association.  
 
We will continue to plan for the coming Alumni Weekend 
and we have some wonderful things in store for you. 
 
Please pray for and continue to support The Alumni Asso-
ciation. We will be anxiously awaiting your arrival in the fall. 
Don’t delay! Make your plans for the weekend now. 
Remember it’s Columbus Day Weekend and accommodations 
and flights will be going fast. 
 
Don’t forget to get your purple on!  
 
Share your stories with your children and grandchildren so 
they will think that life at South Lancaster Academy was the 
most exciting place to go to school! Wasn’t it? I hope to see 
you at my 60th class reunion October 5 and 6. 
 

 
Rose Marie Walker Comley ’61 and Karl Hernandez ’63 

at 2013 SLA Alumni Weekend 
  Be sure to subscribe to the newsletter if you want to 

receive it in hardcopy. You can subscribe at our website 
at slaalumni.com. Do it today, before the next issue! 
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Alumni Association Going Forward: To Be or Not to Be 
by Janice Kendrick ’66  
 
We reported in our last newsletter that the SLA Alumni 
Association has decided to continue to keep the SLA Alumni 
Association intact and carry on as we have in the past, 
working in mutual cooperation and collaboration with the 
SLA Development Office. 
 
However, and this is a big issue; one where you can consider 
what you can do to contribute to keeping the SLA Alumni 
Association alive. As we have indicated in the past, several of 
our committee members have “aged out” after nearly 20 
years, and we’re looking for someone who can organize 
programs and make suggestions as we plan alumni weekend 
and work on the newsletters. Just think, all your ideas and 
suggestions over the years could be put into action. 
Specifically, the most important help we need is additional 
hands at alumni weekends. We generally assign one alumni 
committee member to cover one program during the 
weekend. This makes a huge difference so the president 
doesn’t have to run from one program to the next, and the 
participants know who is in charge of each program. This 
plan is a pivotal key to our survival during the weekend, and 
keeps us from burning out.  
 
Realistically, we realize that if we can’t get more support, we 
will know that we simply can’t do it all with this small group. 
It’s up to you. Where’s the support? Tell us what you want. 
Do I hear the phones ringing and the FB and email notices 
coming in already? We’ll see . . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registration Sabbath morning at the College Church 2013 

 

 
Friends and classmates drop everything to share hugs 

 

 
We’ll do everything possible to make sure you  

have a wonderful alumni weekend! 
 
 
  

What Can You Do on the 
SLA Alumni Committee? 

Assistant Secretary? Consultant?  
Program Coordinator? 

 

Contact us at  
slaalumni.contact@gmail.com 

The Melissa Yvonne Martinez Kidder  
Scholarship Fund 

 
An annual scholarship is being established honoring 
Melissa Kidder’82, which will be awarded to an SLA 
senior of high academic standing, attending an SDA 
college, concentrating in science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, or music. Scholarship 
applications will be available in January at SLA. 
 

For more information contact Shauna Neidigh at 
Phone: 978 368-8544, x 108 

or email: development@mysla.org. 
 

Join us for another wonderful Alumni 
Weekend on October 5-6, 2018! 
Make your reservations early! 

See you there! 
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Keep Quiet or Call Out? 
by Julie Kline Zork ’78  
 
It was a hot Sabbath afternoon in 1977, shortly before the 
start of our senior year. What better way to relax and cool off 
than to grab a towel and find the shores of Quabbin reservoir? 
With Roy Kryger and my dad being the drivers and 
chaperones, two cars of teens headed out.  
 
I remember it being a cloudless day and perfect for wading 
out into the water. I soon found a rock to sit on and perched 
myself so that I could feel the gentle breeze, looking to my 
left over the expanse of water and to my right to the shore. It 
was not long before the solitude was interrupted by the sound 
of clunking rocks and splashing water. The rock tossing and 
laughter had begun…Gotta love boys!  
 
I awoke in crimson water with people running toward me. 
 
As the pieces of information came together I learned that one 
classmate knew as soon as the rock left his hand that it was 
headed right for my head. Instinct immediately told him to 
not yell for me, as I would turn and the rock would land on 
my face. (He should go unnamed but won’t. Roy Christoph. 
We are still friends)[editor’s note: Roy says that the knock on 
the head explains a lot]. Of course I got stitches, X-rays, and 
sympathy for a day or two. 
 
Friends, there are times to keep quiet and times to call out. 
This is a time for me to call out and get your attention. I want 
you to get it right smack in the face, for two reasons. One is 
that SLA alumni weekend is coming up this fall and your old 
friends, teachers, and classmates from years before and after 
would love to see you. This is an opportunity to reconnect and 
rejuvenate, fill your soul and go home feeling blessed. 
 
Will you come? 
 
The second reason is to remind to you that Jesus is not only 
“tossing rocks” to get your attention, but he is calling out your 
name, asking every day that you come to Him.  
 
Will you come?  

 
Class of ’78 in 2013 

 
Class of ’78 after lunch at the Dining Commons in 2013 

 

 
Saturday night program and supper  

at Thayer is a big hit 
 

 
Donna Burke Edmondson ’61 serves 

 dessert with a smile to Gil Daniels ’61  
 
 
  

Get a head start on  
Alumni Weekend.  

You can sign up for your 
meals at any time 
at slaalumni.org. 
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Class of 1963, Let’s Get Together! 
Jean Wells Perez ’63 
 
October will be here before you know it and the trees will be 
vibrant with color. That also means it is time to head to South 
Lancaster Academy for the 55th reunion for the class of 1963. 

Where O Where has the time gone? 
Al and I are inviting you to this terrific event! 

 
In 2013 a large number of our class gathered for a wonderful 
weekend along with the rest of the alumni. We spent time, 
sharing stories, pictures and talking about our lives. That 
weekend was full of great memories for all of us. 
 
Since 1963 we all have chosen different paths, and have 
experienced changes thru life, some good some not so good. 
Sadly, we have even lost classmates and some have lost their 
partners in life. 
 
So, when you come to a reunion there is a sense that time 
stands still for a few minutes and you see yourself as you 
were 55 years ago: a graduating senior energetic, fearless, 
with high hopes, no gray hairs, physically fit, and ready to 
start our careers and change the world! 
 
If you need a reason to attend, here are a few: 
1. To support and connect with the graduating class of 2018 
2. To find out what has been going on in your classmates’ 

lives 
3. To experience that moment in time when you were young 
4. To see who has more gray hair, who looks older (just 

kidding) 
5. The Old Mill might not always be there!!! 

If you wait till our 60th reunion in 2023 you may have waited 
too long! Join us, and help out by making calls to classmates 
and encourage them to attend. Perhaps you could take a few 
extra days and make it a fall excursion and enjoy New 
England at its full splendor. 

 
Class of ’63 at the 2013 Alumni Weekend, 50th Reunion 

KEEP US POSTED! 
 

Now you can update your contact information 
directly on the SLA Alumni Website. 
 

 If you have moved, or are moving soon, 
PLEASE send us your new address 

 If you change your email or email server, please 
send us your new email address 
 

We spend a LOT of time chasing down addresses 
and email updates for our alumni. Our contact list is 
nearly 3,000 people, so please do your part and keep 
us posted with your changes of phone, email, and 
mailing addresses. Email your new address to 
slaalumni.contact@gmail.com  and we will make 
sure you get all your newsletters. We have made it 
even easier to update your contact information on 
our secure web page. Go to slaalumni.org and enter 
your contact information and updates with one click.  
Your information is secure. As soon as you press 
“Submit” it will go directly to our secure email. 

Keep us posted so we can keep you posted! 

Make plans for Alumni Weekend 2018 Early 
Meal tickets can be purchased at the SLA 

website at www.slaalumni.org  

Dwight and Bernice Sommers, 
Jean and Al Perez ‘63 

 
Class of ’88 in 2013 
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 What Will We Look Like? (Class of ’68) 
by Martha Lesher Keough ’68  
 
Our Class – the Class of 1968 – the words sound so familiar, 
so innocent, so full of promise! Our 50-Year Class Reunion – 
the words sound all wrong - like an impossible trick! 
 
I quickly remember the good times, the bad times, the smiles, 
the fun, the tears, class trips, choir trips, tobogganing, Camp 
Winnekeag, after school and weekend activities! (I am 
blinking my eyes and shaking my head: at my age, how can I 
remember these events so clearly?) We all attended classes, 
however, that memory (which includes the good, the bad and 
the ugly) pales quickly when compared with the relationships 
and friendships we created!  
 
So really! What are we all going to look like? (My eldest son 
just posted a photo of his 25th class reunion on Facebook. His 
classmates were unrecognizable!) We may BE the 50-Year 
Class, but will we really “LOOK LIKE” the 50-Year Class? 
Will we be able to recognize each other through the veil of 50 
years? 
 
Throughout the last fifty years, I have had the privilege of 
attending only 3 of the class reunions. After attending the 20th 
Class Reunion, I could not believe what a fun time I had! 
Twenty years later, the 40th Class Reunion, exceeded the fun 
of the 20th! The most amazing thing was that we still 
understood each other, we still protected each other, and we 
still communicated, laughed and cried with each other, just 
like 50 years ago! Five years later, our 45th was a real treat!  
 
A beautiful autumn weekend in New England is always a 
special event, however a beautiful autumn weekend in South 
Lancaster, celebrating our 50-Year Class Reunion, with 
classmates and friends with whom, fifty years ago, we 
studied, worked and played is not only a special event, but is 
a “must do-over the moon” weekend!  
 
As of today, there are 15 of our classmates who are planning 
to attend. October 5-7, 2018, as the 50-Year Class, the Class 
of 1968 has the opportunity to recognize, to reconnect, to 
reminisce! With great humility, our class was the best ever!! 
The 50th Class Reunion will be the best ever! 

 
The Class of ’68 in 2008 

The Stuff of Which Memories Are Made  
by Anita Wakem Jacobs ’58  
 
When my siblings and I were youngsters we loved to hear our 
parents talk about all the fun they’d had at the original Pine 
Tree Academy in Auburn, Maine. All three of us kids wanted 
to go to that school because it sounded like so much fun. 
 
Soon we will be attending the alumni reunion for South 
Lancaster Academy and have opportunity to reminisce about 
our own fun experiences as academy students. Perhaps it was 
working at Miles Bindery flopping covers (my experience), or 
eating with friends in the cafeteria (I was a village student), or 
getting to class on time in the afternoon, or leading out in 
worship in the dormitory. Whatever the experiences we had, 
they helped to impact us during that time in our lives. And 
we’re all better people for those experiences.  
 
So, come back to our alma mater and share your memories 
with us, remember the good times or perhaps the not so good 
times, the experiences and worships that drew you closer to 
Jesus and nurtured your spiritual life.  
 

 
Jocelyn Fay ’63 and Lelani Pecci Ganter ‘63 

 

 
Janice Merrill ’63 and Marilyn Lewis Warner ’63   
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Where to Stay – RESERVE EARLY! 
 
Best Western Royal Plaza Marlboro   
181 Boston Post Road   
Marlborough, MA 01752   
508-460-0700   
$168    
www.rplazahotels.com 

Charlotte’s House B & B    
96 South Bolton Road   
Bolton, MA 01740   
$105  
978-779-5005  
 
College Town Inn    
12 Old Common Road   
Lancaster, MA 01523  
978-368-7000   
$85 
Reserve EARLY! 
 
Chocksett Inn   
59 Laurelwood Road   
Sterling, MA 01564   
978-422-3355    
From $140  
www.chocksettinn.com    
 
Colonial Hotel  
625 Betty Spring Road  
Gardner, MA 01440  
$159-199 
978-630-2500  
www.colonial-hotel.com   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Double Tree by Hilton Leominster   
99 Erdman Way   
Leominster, MA 01453   
978-534-9000   
$140-160    
*Train pick-up  
www.doubletree.hilton.com/leominster    
 
Hilton Garden Inn 
59 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA  01434 
978-772-0600 
$108-199   
*Train pick-up 
www.Hiltoninn.hilton.com/Devens  
  
Holiday Inn Boxborough Woods   
242 Adams Place, I-495, Exit 28   
Boxborough, MA 01719   
$120-200   
978-263-8701   
$169  
www.Holidayinn.com/Boxborough  

Holiday Inn Hudson  
121 Coolidge Street  
Hudson, MA 01749  
978-462-1001  
$164  
www.hiexpress.com.Hudson   
 
Springhill Suites Devens 
27 Andrews Parkway 
Devens, MA  01434 
978-772-3030 
$144 (with AAA) or $169 
*Train pick-up 
www.marriott.com 
 

 
Saturday night dinner and program in 2013  

2018 Honor Class Representatives: 
 

1953 – 65-yr – George Price 
1958 – 60-yr – Anita Wakem Jacobs 
1963 – 55-yr – Jean Wells Perez 
1968 – 50-yr – Martha Lesher Keough 
1973 – 45-yr – None 
1978 – 40-yr – Julie Kline Zork 
1983 – 35-yr – None 
1988 – 30-yr – None  
1993 – 25-yr – None 
1998 – 20 yr – Rossyl Lashley 
2003 – 15-yr – None  
2008 – 10-yr – None  
2013 –  5- yr – None 
 

We thank our Class Representatives for all their 
work in rounding up their classmates and helping 
with the plans for the 2018 Alumni Weekend!  
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SLA Alumni Association 
P.O. Box 864 
South Lancaster, MA 01561 
 
Return Address Requested 
 
 
Visit us on Facebook at:  
SLA Alumni Official Facebook Website  
And on our website at: www.slaalumni.org  
Contact us at: slaalumni.contact@gmail.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Class of ’68 in 2013 at the Old Mill
 
 
Please fill the lower half of the page with this picture and 

center the caption above it. Thank you! 

 

SLA Alumni Officers  
and contact information 

 
President        Donna Edmondson 
Vice-President               Janice Kendrick 
Treasurer  Auby Kilbourn 
Secretary                  Nancy Wood 
Historian             Anthony Spence 
Webmaster             David Adamson 
 

SLA Alumni Contact Information 
Email: slaalumni.contact@gmail.com 
Facebook:  SLA Alumni Association 
Website: slaalumni.org  

 Class of ’68 in 2013 at the Old Mill


